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Iraq says 3 ships hit off Iran 


E A £ H 5^S ^ — : s ** 1 Wednesday its warplanes had hit three ships 
” ™ ■ iff.*? Iranian CMSt “ the past 24 hows. A miiitaiy 

seokesman told the Iraq News Agency ^A) the latest attack was at 1250 
OMT. following earlier strikes at 0650 and ar 1930 GMT Tuesday night 

«^ifT ie L!!?? te ,. accu ?5 te “d tffcctlvc iAovs » the targets and retained 
“ tese, he sad. There was no immediate confirms rinn of the 
Goif shipping sources. Hie last confirmed Iraqi attack was on 
Mawa 6, when an Iranian tanker was Ut by a missfl&sonth of Iran’s Kbare 
island oil export terminal. Gulf shipping sources reported on Tuesday an 
Iranian warship set ablaze the Cypnoi supertanker Pivot with a misak. 
iney said there were no casualties and the ship headed for the Gulf 
emOTte of FUjairah after the fire was pnt out. The Pivot was the 18th ship 
hit this year m the maritime extension of the 616-year-oId Iran-liaq war. 
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Ralmond postpones visit to Jordan 

PARIS (R) — French Foreign Minister Jean-Bernard Raimond on 
Wednesday postponed a trip to Jordan scheduled for Thursday because of 
the situation in Lebanon where a French hostage has been threatened with 
death. The two-day visit was deferred alter a pro- Iranian group in 
Lebanon announced Tuesday night a week's postponement of its threat to 
kill a French television crewm an seized in Beirut a year ago. “Because of 
recent developments in Lebanon which demand the presence of the 
foreign affairs minister in Paris over the next few days, Mr. Raimond feds 
obliged to put off his trip to Jordan,” a ministry statement said. The 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said in Amman the two governments would 
later decide the date for the postponed visit. The Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation said in a statement it had decided to reprieve Jean -Lou is 
Normandin following appeals from Lebanese Shi'ite clerics and his family, 
as well as “secret promises given by the French government." it 1 
demanded that Paris send envoys during the next week to explain French 
policy but gave no further details. 
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King receives 
envoys’ credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday re- 
ceived the credentials of three 
newly-appointed ambassadors to 
Jordan; Ludmik Janczyszyn of 
Poland, Pool Bent Soendergaard 
of Denmark and Patrick Mack of 
Ireland. Also on Wednesday, 
Mohammad. Afanah was sworn m 
before the King as Jordan's 
ambassador to Sudan The cere- 
monies were attended by Royal 
Court Chief Marwan AI Qasem, 
Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid and Foreign Minis- 
ter Taher Al Masri. 


New awqaf 
council formed 

• -T r ~ AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
has endorsed the formation of a 
new awqaf (Islamic affairs) coun- 
cil with Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz Al 
Khayyat as its chairman. Mr. 

r * Bashir Al Sabbagh, Dr. Ishaq Al 
* Farhan, Mr. Kamel Al Sharif, 
Dr. Ibrahim Zaid Al K eilani and 
v "* i Mr. Haidar Murad were 
appointed members of the coun- 
t’ til. The two-year council began 

* its work on March 1. 

Kuwait to host 
Yemeni talks 

"*""V 

SANAA (R) — r Kuwait will host 
a meeting next week between 
. : r South Yemen’s leaders and their 

sr:: refugee exponents in North Ye- 

South Yemeni opposition 
. sources said Wednesday. Kuwait 

. t j’ r has long tried to bridge differ- 
ences between the two Yemens 
which began talks in 1982 on a 
-zzr.: mc Tger. The sources said the 
South Yemenis, led by President 
~ it Haider Abu Baker AI Attas, 
would meet leaders of the 30,000 
people who took* refuge in Nortii 
,.J~„ Yemen after the overthrow in 
“T " January last year of President Ali 
Nasser Mohammed. 


■aefcri! Bomb burled at 
Israeli mission 
in Athens 

. ’ ATHENS (AP) — Two men on a 

motorcycle threw an erosive 
_ .T" device into the garden of the 
Israeli diplomatic mission here 
Wednesday but the bomb foiled 

■ — to explode, police said. A police 
- - spokesman said the bomb was 

contained in a package wrapped 
in tin foil and tossed over a 
> three-metre iron fence surround- 
im :' ing the mission, located on a main 

Ik boulevard in the residential sub- 

urb of Paleo Psychiko. 

U.S. Senate 
"J‘ defeats move 
to block aid 
to contra rebels 

. WASHINGTON (R) — The 

. U.S. Senate defeated a move to 

■: block $40 millio n in military aid 

to the Nicaraguan “contra” . re- 

' r : ] bels, handing President Reagan a 

key foreign policy victory. The 
52-48 vote virtually assured that 
' ’ the money — the last installment 
of a JlOO-miltion aid package 
approved by Congress last year 
— would reach the rebels fighting 
the leftist Managua government 

fr |U- 

r. 8 killed in 
Djibouti blast 

. '\Z'- PARES (R) — Edit people were 
. killed and some 30 injmtd in a 
'■■■ - blast in a crowded cafe in the Red 

■ Sea port of Djibouti, a spokes- 

• man for the African conn try’s 

■■ " ■ ’ . mam newspaper La Nation said- 
:■ - Reached by telephone from 
-. j : ;,; Paris, he said the blast in one of 
the city’s most popular cafes 
*. - < appeared to have been caused by 
' a bomb. 
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Saudi kidnap victim 

released in Beirut 


King awards highest honour to Prince Hassan 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A Saudi Arabian 
kidnap victim was released in west Beirut on 
Wednesday as Syria was reported to have 
prevented pro-Iranian kidnappers from kill- 
ing another hostage, Frenchman Jean-Louis 
No rmandin . 


Bakr O amanh im an em- 
ployee at the Saudi embassy’s 
cultural section, appeared at a 
news conference given by Leba- 
non’s justice minister, Nabih 
Bern. 

“I was treated as a prisoner. I 
saw nothing, no human, no bird, 
not even an animal,” said Mr. 
Damanhnri, the fust kidnapped 
hostage to be released since 7,500 
Syrian troops backed by 100 
tanks deployed in west Beirut 
Feb. 22. 

Mr. Damanhnri, responsible 
for the affairs of Saudi students in 
Lebanon, went miaang after he 
arrived al Beirut airport on Jan. 
12. police said at the time. 

Mr. Damanhuri’s release came 
hnnrs after a pro-Iranian kidnap 
group said it lad postponed for a 


week its threat to kill Mr. Nor- 

munftin 

The Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation said in a statement 
Tuesday night it had decided to 
reprieve Mr. Normandin follow- 
ing appeals from Lebanese Shi’ite 
clerics and his family, as well as 
“secret promises given by the 
Reach government.” 

Mr. Damanhnri, eyes brim- 
ming with tears, was presented to 
a news conference at Mr. Beni’s 
borne, attended by Syria's milit- 
ary intelligence chief in Lebanon, 
Brigadier Ghazi Ranaan, and 
Lebanese-born Saudi business- 
man Rafiq Hariri. 

Mr. Bern said: "Amal and 
Syrian security officials made in- 
tensive contacts and we managed 
to release Mr. Bakr (Damanhuri) 


and return him to his family.” 
Mr. Damanhuri, who had an 
unkempt beard and wore a brown 
soft, said he felt "happy and 
proud” to be free. 

He said had seen only the two 
gunmen who kidnapped him, 
adding they had asked him repe- 
atedly if be was responsible for 
abducting a Saudi dissident 
named Nasser Al Said in Leba- 
non who disappeared before 
Israel’s 1982 invasion. 

The Saadi diplomat was the 
first foreign hostage to be re- 
leased since the Syrian interven- 
tion four weeks ago. No group 
had claimed credit for his kidnap. 

Mr. Waite dropped out of sight 
Jan. 20 after he left his seaside 
west Beirut hotel to negotiate 
with hostage-holders. No group 
has admitted holding him. 

Mr. Beni, answering questions 
in English, said, "Some declara- 
tions worked against his (Mr. 
Waite’s) release.” 

"I hope we can arrive to some- 
thing (concerning Mr. Waite),” 
he added without elaborating on 
bis remark. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Amal-Palestiman dashes renewed near 
Sidon; sniping blocks food supply to Shatila 


> 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Palestinian fighters dashed with 
Shi'ite Muslim Amal militiamen 
in South Lebanon for die second 
I consecutive day on Wednesday, 
police said. 

Battles- with machinegtms and 
* mortals - Hared near Zagbdrays 

east ^ffie^?SySr§don, but 
die police had no word on casual- 
ties. 

Palestinians from the nearby 
refugee camps of ‘Ain Al Hilweh 
and Midi Mieh captured Magb- 
dousbeh last November in a bid 
to force Amal to lift blockades on 
camps in Beirut and Tyre. 

The fighters withdrew from 
Maghdousheh in January after 
"camps war” mediation by Syria, 
Libya, Iran and Algeria, and on 
Tuesday announced a further 
pullback from Zaghdraya. 

Amal said it had recovered. 
Zaghdraya by force, but tins was 
disputed by the Fateh Palestinian 

Prospects 
bleak for 
solution to 
Italian crisis 

ROME (R) — Prospects for a 
breakthrough in Italy’s political 
crisis looked bleak cm Wednesday 
after an unfavourable Socialist 
reaction to proposals for a new 
government from Prime Minister- 
designate GiuKo Andreotti. 

The Socialists of outgoing 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi, 
who hold the key to whether the. 
crisis can be overcome and prero- i 
ature elections avoided, were 
meeting on Wednesday to discuss I 
their reaction to Mr. Andreotti, a 
veteran Christian Democrat. 

Bat statements from senior 
party figures Tuesday night and 
Wednesday dearly indicated that 
they woula not give tbeir support. 

The root cause of the collapse, 
of Mr. CraxTs five-party govern- 
ment two weeks ago was a tow 
b etween die Socialists and the 
majority Christian Democrats 
over die premiership. 

The coo ti n ni ng dispute, now 
focused on the issue of four re- 
ferendums next June on legal 
reform and nuclear energy, is foe 
main obstacle to the efforts by 
Mr. Andreotti, 68, to reconstitute 
a five-party coalition. 

After a week of negotiation 
since his appointment, Mr. 
Andreotti on Tuesday presented 
a series of proposals for defusing 
this row and creating the basis for 
a new government 

He proposed that the three . 
nuclear energy referendums 
should be neutralised by laws 
making- them unnecessary. The 
legal reform referendum could be 
held but only if the coalition 
partners were united over die 
issue beforehand. 

, Uns apparently (fid not go for 
enough for the Socialists, -who 
support all the referendums. 


faction and the pro-Syrian 
National Palestine Salvation 
Front (PNSF). 

The two Palestinian groups, at 
odds on political issues, have 
fought side by side during the 
"camps war.” which has killed, at 
least -8S0 people- once it erupted 
again last October. 

In Beirut, a Palestinian was 
kille d and a second wounded by 
sniper fire on Wednesday as they 
helped unload a U.N. relief truck 
at a beleaguered refugee camp in 
Beirut, a spokesman for the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) said. 

The spokesman said the shoot- 
ing occurred after the first of 
three trucks entered the battered 
Shatila settlement, blockaded by 
the Amal miKtia. 

A Palestinian source said the 
relief effort was called off im- 
mediately. "The operation was 
terminated and the truck was 
abandoned near the eastern entr- 


ance to the camp,” he said. 

The three UNRWA trucks car- 
ried 28 tonnes of flour, sugar, 
rice, milk powder and medicine 
for Shatila’ s 3,000 refugees. 

UNRWA delivered 16 tonnes 
of flour and milk to Shatila on 
-Feb; 27 ~iir the first convoy to. 
reach the camp since Amai began 
its siege ou Oct 29. 

The PNSF was allowed to send 
in 20 tonnes of food on March 1. 

Two Palestinian women were 
reported wounded on Tuesday 
during sporadic (dashes at 
Beirut’s Bourj Al Barajneh 
camp. 

Amal forces still man positions 
around Bourj Al Barajneh and 
Shatila despite last month’s de- 
ployment of more than 7,000 
Syrian troops in west Beirut. 

The PLO has accused Syria of 
backing Amal directly in what the 
Shi'ite militia says 'is its drive to 
stop the Palestinians from regain- 
ing a power base in Lebanon. 


Armacost sees chances for 
missile pact, summit 


MOSCOW (AP) — A top U.S. 
State Deparanent official said 
Wednesday the superpowers had 
the will to reach agreement on 
medium-range missiles in 
Europe, and that such a deal 
could lead to a summit meeting in 
Washington. 

Michael Armacost, under- 
secretary of state for political 
affairs, told reporters at Mos- 
cow’s Sheremetyevo airport that 
the United States saw recent 
progress in many areas of U.S.- 
Soviet relations. 

Mr. Armacost said Soviet lead- 
er Mikhail S. Gorbachev’s deci- 
sion to seek a separate agreement 
to eliminate medium-range nuc- 
lear missil es from Europe was a 
"very important potential break- 
through.” 

Problems remain to be solved, 
including die issue of verification, 
but “I sense the spirit on both 
sides to work out those details,” 
he said. 

"I would hope that if that can 
be completed, that would open 
the door to a su mmi t in the 
United States,” he said. 

"I would hope that if that -can 
be completed, that would open 
the door to a summit in the 
United States,” he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev and President 
Reagan have met twice, in Gene- 
va in 1985 and Reykjavik, Iceland 
in 1986. 

Mr. Armac ost spent two days 
in Moscow discussing U.S.-Soviet 
differences on regional issues and 
setting the stage for the visit of 
Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz on April 13-16. 

Mr. Armacost met Monday 
with Pint Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yuli Vorontsov and Deputy 


He met Tuesday with Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 

. Soviet Foreign . Ministry, 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 


said before the meeting between 
Mr. Armacost and Mr. Shevard- 
nadze that the Soviets regarded 
Mr. Annacosfs visit as ‘‘very 
useful.’’ The Soviets issued no 
later statement 

Mr. Armacost said the Soviets 
were looking forward to Mr. 
Shultz's visit, and that the secret- 
ary of state will be prepared to 
move ahead in U.S-Soviet rela- 
tions. 

“We think there has been prog- 
ress in many areas of U.S.-Soviet 
relations in recent months,” Mr. 
Armacost said. 

Progress on disputes other than 
arms control, particularly on 
Afghanistan, is as important as 
disarmament for a long-term im- | 
provement in U.S.-Soviet rela- , 
tkras, he said. | 

The key issues in Afghanistan, 
where an estimated 115,000 | 
Soviet soldiers are helping the 
pro-Soviet government fight 
guerrillas, are Soviet withdrawal 
and national reconciliation, Mr. 
Armacost sad, 

“I come away with tiro impress- 
ion that they have been wrestling 
with core issues in recent months. 
That’s a hopeful sign,” Mr. 
Armacost said. 

In a recent round erf talks with 
a UN. mediator in Geneva, tiro 
Afghan government said Soviet 
soldiers could be out of the coun- 
try in 18 months, while Pakistan 
demanded they leave in seven 
months, Mr. Armacost said. 

U.S. officials also noted daring 
February and early March a mod- 
est but steady increase in the 
number of Soviets allowed to 
emigrate, Mr. Armacost said. 

The U.S.-Soviet consultations 
On regional differences in Central 1 
America, the Middle East, Asia, 
southern Africa and Afghanistan 
were “frank, friendly and con- 
structive,” Mr. Armacost sad. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
, King Hussein on Wednesday con- 
ferred on his younger brother His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan the Al Hussein Ibn Ali 
Medal in recognition of his con- 
tinued efforts in serving the conn- 
try and Arab and Islamic causes 
at Arab and international forums. 

The presentation ceremony 
took place at the Royal Court in 
tiie presence of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem and Court 
Minister Adnan Abu Odeh. The 
AI Hussein Ibn Ali Medal is 
Jordan’s highest honour. 

The awarding of tiro honour to 
Prince Hassan coincided with the 

Crown Prince: 

AMMAN (Petra) — The educa- 
tion system and its various dimen- 
sions are a national responsibility 
which should not be shouldered 
alone by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Wednesday. 

Others should contribute to the 
process by opening new c hann els 
for national savings to fulfilling 
the needs of the system, through 
setting up bodies such as a nation- 
al fund for culture or Waqf pro- 
ceeds for science and culture, said 
the Crown Prince. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
addressing a meeting of the 
Education Council, said His 
Majesty King Hussein was closely 
following up on the national dia- 
logue on outlining and deciding 
on the educational policy. The 
Prince said that King Hussein was 
highly valuing the method which 
"we have adopted vis-a-vis a pro- 
jected meeting in summer to dis- 
cuss all aspects related to the 
education process to be attended 


Crown Prince's 40th birthday 
which falls on Friday. To mark 
the occasion, a unit of the Third 
Royal Armoured Division held a 
military training day on Wednes- 
day whch was attended by the 
Crown Prince. The unit, which is 
named after Prince Hassan, 
staged militar y training exercises 
on the occasion and held shooting 
contests. 

Prince Hassan presented prizes 
to the winners. Later, the Prince 
hosted a lunch to the unit’s per- 
sonnel on the occasion of his 
birthday. The unit presented the 
Crown Prince with commemora- 
tive gifts. 

Education is a 

by all the concerned parties.” 

The Crown Prince said that 
while discussing the present 
general situation of the education 
policy, "we should undertake a 
number of short, medium and 
long range policies to develop 
education.” 

The short-term recommenda- 
tions, Prince Hassan said, should 
call for developing educational 
facilities and to assure the ne- 
cessity of using laboratories and 
libraries. The medium and long 
term recommendations should 
focus on the diversification of- 
books and the interaction of edu- 
cational systems as well as adopt- 
ing means to achieve the goals of 
the report education contained in 
tiie 1986-1990 five-year plan and 
these means could be planned 
within the framework of the five- 
year plan to render Jordan cap- 
able of meeting the challenges of 
the 21st Century, he added. 

Prince Hassan emp hasised the 



Bis Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday confers the Al Hussein Ibn 
Ah Medal on His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan in 
recognition of the Crown Prince’ efforts in serving Arab a»rf Islamic 
causes (Petra photo) 


national responsibility 


U S. panels to grant 
immunity in Iran probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — The spe- 
cial congressional committees in- 
vestigating the Iran arms scandal 
on Wednesday approved a plan 
to grant limited immunity from 
prosecution to key witnesses John 
Poindexter and Oliver North to 
obtain their testimony. 

However, the chairman of the 
separate Senate and House of 
Representatives co mmi ttees also 
told a news conference they 
would bold off for 90 days before 
hearing testimony from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel North and Vice- 
Admiral Poindexter, former 
White House aides who played 
leading roles in the affair and who 
have refused to testify before 
Congress. 

Such a delay had been re- 
quested by oouit-appomted inde- 
pendent prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh, who is conducting his own 
probe of the scandal. 

Lee Hamilton, chairman of the 
House of Representatives com- 
mittee, and Daniel Inouye, chair- 
man oftbe Senate panel, also said 
they would unify tbeir separate 
investigations, -a move that wifi 
speed up congressional hearings 
into the affair. 

"We have reached an agree- 
ment with the independent coun- 
sel (Mr. Walsh) on the timing for 


the taking of testimony from Col. 
North and Adm. Poindexter,” 
Mr. Hamilton told reporters after 
tire two committees met separate- 
ly to approve the agreement. 

The committees, created in 
early January to investigate Presi- 
dent Reagan’s gravest political 
crisis, also voted to seek limited 
immunity from prosecution for 
six other witnesses. Their names 
were not given. 

The scandal erupted last 
November with the disclosure of 
secret White House arms sales to 
Iran and the diversion of profits 
to U.S.-backed Nicaraguan re- 
bels. 

Adm. Poindexter resigned as 
Mr. Reagan's national security 
adviser on Nov. 25 and Col. 
North was fired by Mr. Reagan 
tiie same day. 

Under the complex agreement 
thrashed out by the congressional 
committees and Mr. Walsh, 
neither Adm. Poindexter nor 
CoL North will testify publicly j 
before June 15. The committees i 
will able to take private testi- 
mony irom Adm. Pom dexter any 
time after May 2, and from Col. 
North after June 15. 

Arms sales funds reportedly went 
to ki dnap pe rs; McFariane reiter- 
ates support for policy, page 2 


Kohl calls on allies to seek 
better relations with Moscow 


BONN (AP) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev was paving 
the way for better East- West rela- 
tions, and urged tiie Western 
allies on Wednesday to seek grea- 
ter cooperation with die Soviet 
Union. 

In his first major speech since 
re-election in January, Dr. Kohl 
also called on tiie superpowers to 
reach agreement to withdraw all 
medium-range nuclear missiles 
from Europe. 

The conservative chancellor’s 
keynote address, delivered be- 
fore a packed parliamentary 
chamber, puts West Germany at 
the forefront of Weston efforts 
to seek improved ties with 
Moscow. 

"We want to intensify our rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union and 
the Warsaw Pact,” Dr. Kohl said.. 

Dr. Kohl said that if Mr. Gor- 
bachev "continues to pave tin 
way for cooperation between 
East and West Enrppean nations, 
then we are determined to make 
full use of this.” 

"General-Secretary Gorbachev 
speaks of a *new way of thinking’ 
in the Soviet Union,” the chan- 


cellor said. "We him at his 
word... 

Dr. Kohl said improved East- 
West relations are particularly 
important for West Germany, the 
frontline of the NATO military 
alliance. 

"Relations with the Soviet Un- 
ion of central importance for us,” 
the chancellor said. "It is in the 
interests of both our countries to 
strengthen and deepen them. 

But Dr. Kohl' also struck a 
small note of caution, warning 
against seeking improved rela- 
tions with the Sonet Union at any 
price. 

“We will neither lose track of 
reality, nor chase illusions, nor 
smooth over differences, in our 
efforts to improve ties with the 
Soviet Union,” Dr. Kohl said. 

Dr. Kohl’s speech comes as 
part of a new Bonn government 
emphasis placed on improved re- 
lations with the Soviet bloc in 
recent weeks. Ranking Bonn offi- 
cials have said repeatedly that 
East-West relations appear to be 
improv ing, while contacts be- 
tween East Germany and West 
Germany have intensified. 


need for forming specialised 
working groups to discuss the 
various aspects of the report on 
education to tackle it from its 
various h umani tarian and scien- 
tific dimensions and to link the 
concepts of development and the 
sense of belonging through a 
practical model. 

The Crown Prince also noted 
the necessity of directing ambi- 
tions through conferring with the 
students and tbeir families as an 
inseparable unit and focusing on 
methods to link theoretical and 
practical education. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. pre- 
sent during the meeting, re- 
viewed a number of issues raised 
in one of tiie report's sections 
dealing with the educational poli- 
cies, their contents and goals. Mr. 
Rifai noted the importance of 
defining what was meant by the 
educational policy. "Are all 
aspects related to school and 
secondary education or to uni- 


versity education?" questioned 
Mr. Rifai, stressing whether there 
was a term applicable to the 
concept of a clear university 
•education. 

Mr. Rifai also made a number 
of remarks on what was meant by 
the report’s explanations of (he 
basis of nationalism, patriotism 
and intellectualism. He also prob- 
ed the report’s recommendations 
vis-a-vis the areas of planning, 
education administration and 
stressed that actual participation 
in decision making at the level of 
education administration would 
meet the report's goal, mainly 
democracy in education. 

Education Minister Thoukan 
Al Hindawi referred the ques- 
tions to the committee in charge 
of formulating the report’s re- 
commendations and said it would 
re-fonnulate the suggestions in 
view of the discussions which 
took place during Wednesday's 
session. 


secondary education or to uni- session. 

UNESCO envoy briefed 
on Israel’s anti-Arab steps 


AMMAN (Petra) — Edward 
Bonnet, an envoy from the Paris- 
based United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO), conferred 
here Wednesday with Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi and 
the deported mayor of Arab Jeru- 
salem, Rawhi Al Khatib. 

They discussed the situation in 
tiie occupied Arab territories and 
Israel’s arbitrary measures 
against tiie indigenous popula- 
tion. 

The minister of education 
spoke at length about Israel’s 
malpractices and its changing of 
school and university textbooks, 
its closure of Arab educational 
institutions and its inhnman treat- 
ment of Arab teachers and stu- 
dents. 

The Israeli authorities continue 
to confiscate Arab property and 
puisne a polity of changing the 
Arab character of areas under 
occupation in a bid to perpetuate 
the occupation of Arab land, Mr. 
Hindawi said. The majority of 
Arab children are deprived of 
basic social and educational ser- 
vices and the Arab people conti- 
nually suffer from the heavy 
taxes, confiscation of Arab land 
and inhnnum treatment at the 
hand of tiie Israeli authorities, 


the minister added. 

The minister went on to say 
that the Israeli aulhbrities con- 
tinued to demolish churches, 
mosques and schools and pursued 
efforts to obliterate archaeologic- 
al-sites in a bid to obliterate Arab 
identity from the region. 

The minister noted that the 
Israeli authorities were trying to 
impose their own school tex- 
tbooks which contain a distortion 
of the facts about the occupied 
Palestinian land. 

Mr. Bonnet thanked the minis- 
ter for the briefing and said that 
his country, Belgium, had fared 
similar inhuman treatment at the 
hands of the Nazi rulers during 
World War II. 

The meeting with the minister 
was attended by Mr. Ahmad Al 
Bashaireh, the secretary general 
of the Ministry of Education and 
senior ministry officials. 

Deported Mayor Khatib 
briefed the UNESCO envoy on 
Israel’s violations of educational, 
cultural and religious rights of 
Arab people and Israel’s con- 
tinued infringements of the sanc- 
tity of holy places and education- 
al centres. 

Mr. Khatib paid tribute to UN- 
ESCO for its continued help to 
preserve culture of Jerusalem. 


Millions threatened by natural 
gas explosions, expert says 


YAOUNDE (R) — Gas from an 
African lake which killed nearly 
1,750 people last August was 
caused by a volcanic eruption, 
and millions of people through- 
out the world live under perma- 
nent threat of sudden death from 
such phenomena, leading world 
volcano expert Haroun Tazieff 
said Wednesday. 

"And such eruptions of toxic 
gas are impossible to predict in 
time to allow mass evacuations,” 
be said. 

Mr. Tazieff, 72, is attending a 
crucial meeting of scientists from 
five continents trying to deter- 
mine the cause of the disaster at 
Lake Nyos, in northwest Came- 
roon, in which 1,746 people were 
killed by toxic gas in seconds on 
the evening of Aug. 21. 

The French scientist, whose 
first-hand experience of volca- 
noes throughout the world spans 
35 years, said that what happened 
at Nyos was a typical volcanic 
eruption. 

His theory is supported by Ita- 
lian and Swiss volcanologists 
attending the six-day meeting cal- 
led by tiie Camerounian govern- 
ment which must decide whether 


it is safe for 10,000 survivors to 
return to the lake shores. 

The conference also holds the 
key to the future of millions in 
many parts of the world who 
inhabit volcanic areas including 
New Zealand and Indonesia, the 
Philippines and. central France. 

The French theory is hotly dis- 
puted by limnologists, or lake 
specialists, led by U.S. experts, 
who say that the release of toxic 
gas at Nyos was not caused by a 
volcanic eruption but what is 
known as an overturn In the 
waters of the lake. 

This is a mixing of upper and 
bottom layers of waters owing to 
temperature changes or external 
factors such as landslides or huge 
boulders falling into the lake. The 
disturbance can release gas col- 
lected on the lake bottom. 

If this theory is correct, it 
would be possible to monitor gas 
accumulations and warn popula- 
tions. 

But Mr. Tazieff said a series of 
lesser explosions witnessed by 
another French scientist at l-a fr* 
Nyos last December proved 
beyond doubt the volcanic nature 
of the August tragedy. 
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Soviet warships join 
U.S. vessels in Gulf 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Soviet warships are 
patrolling the Golf waters, displaying military muscle 
with the United States, Britain and France in the 
strategic waterway that has become a key arena of 
the Iran-Iraq war. 


Two Soviet destroyers have 
operated in the Gulf since I ranian 
gunboats intercepted and briefly 
inspected two Soviet freighters 
last September. Until then, the 
Western military was predomi- 
nant in the Arabian Gulf. 

The Kremlin has projected its 
naval presence to uphold the 
principle of free navigation in the 
Gulf, according to a published 
interview by a senior Soviet offi- 
cial. The Iranians have often 
threatened to dose the Gulf. 

Soviet efforts to keep the 
waterway open would dovetail 
with the position of the United 
States and its allies on the Gulf, 
which handles 60 per cent of the 
non-Communist World’s oil. But 
marine salvage officers say the 
Soviet ships haven’t yet liaised 
with Western warships protecting 
civilian shipping. 

The Soviet naval presence also 
coincides with increased Soviet 
diplomatic efforts in the Gulf. 


Before 1985, only Iraq, Iran and 
re Gi 


Kuwait among the Golf states 
bad diplomatic ties with Moscow. 

Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) established rela- 
tions with the Soviets that year. 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Bahrain 
still have no diplomatic ties with 
Moscow. 


The United States, winch was 
in Gulf before the Iran-Iraq con- 
flict broke out in 1980, maintains 
a six-unit task force — three 
destroyers, two frigates and an 
amphibious landing ship that 
serves as command vessel. Bri- 
tain and France, which joined the 
U.S. naval force since the war 
broke out, keep two to three 
vessels in the region. 

The foreign warships have not 
succeeded in protecting civilian 
vessels that run the gauntlet of 
Iraqi and Iranian fighter-bom- 
bers, helicopter gunships and 
missile boats in the Gulf. 

The Iraqis raid merchant ships 
in the 110- kilometre radius they 
defihe as a military exclusion 
zone in the Gulfs northern sec- 
tor. To curtail Tehran's vital oil 
exports, the Iraqis bomb Iranian 
ships and oil-loading facilities. 

Iran attacks Arab and neutral 
shipping in retaliation and often 
targets vessels linked to countries 
that Tehran says support Iraq, 
such as Kuwait and Sauai Arabia. 

Iranian gunboats also intercept 
and search ships suspected of 
carrying war-related cargoes near 
the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulfs 
southern gateway. 

Nearly 300 vessels have been 
attacked by both sides since 1984 


and some 100 seamen killed. 

Abu Dhabi's government-own- 
ed A1 Ittihad daily recently 
quoted Vladimir Polyakov, head 
Of the Soviet Foreign Ministry’s 
Middle East and North Africa 
Department, as saying Soviet 
warships were needed in the Gulf 
to protect civilian shipping. 

In a dear reference to military 
facilities the U.S. navy has in 
Bahrain and Oman. Mr. 
Polyakov advised against foreign 
“military bases” the region. 

The Soviets have a sizeable 
military presence in the Gulf of 
Aden on the western side of the 
Arabian peninsula. 

Moscow has friendship and 
cooperation treaties with both 
North Yemen and South Yemen, 
which dominate the Red Sea and 
the strategic Strait of Bab A1 
Mandeb. 

Arab diplomatic sources say 
that the two Soviet destroyers 
patrolling the Gulf operate from 
a huge base on South Yemen's 
Socotra Island. j 

Western shipping; officials who 
monitor movements in the Gulf 
say one of the destroyers patrols 
southern sea lanes. The other 
often is sighted as far as 100 
kilometres to the liorth near the 
Kuwait coast. j 

Arab diplomats jsay the Soviejt 
ships have so far stayed in inter- 
national waters aqd out of Arab 
territorial waters, and some offi- 
cials say they prefer a balanced 
Soviet-West military presence in 
the Gulf. I 


Israeli 
commission 
starts probe 
of Pollard 
scandal 


Weinberger to fight for more aid to Turke 


ANKARA (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
Wednesday promised Turkish 
leaders to fight a reluctant Con- 
gress for more military aid for this 
southern NATO ally. Pentagon 
officials said. 

He also promised Turkey 40 
additional updated F4-E fighter 
jets under a Pentagon program- 
me to shore up die alliance's 
southern flank, the officials told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Weinberger met for 90 
minutes with Defence Minister 
Zcki Yavuztork and senior offic- 
ers of the Turkish General Staff 
Wednesday, the second of a four- 


day visit to tiiis country. 


ay visit to 
The. U.S. 


defence officials- said 


both Mr. Weinberger and die 
Turks expressed strong dis- 
appointment at the negative vote 
in a House of Representatives 
Subcommittee last week on S125 
millio n in supplemental aid for 
Turkey this year. 

Turkey will receive $590 mil- 
lion in economic and military 
assistance this financial year in 
return for allowing U.S. defence 
facilities here. 

The Reagan administration has 
proposed more than $900 million, 
including $785 miflion in military 
aid, for Turkey in 1988. Under a 
five-year Defence and Economic 
Cooperation Agreement 
(DECA), signed in Washington 
this * week, the Reagan adminis- 


tration promised Turkey it would 
press to increase! aid. 

But administration and Turkish 
officials are worried that Con- 
gress, pressed wifh domestic and 
U.S. military budget problems, 
will cut foreign hid requests. 


“DECA was a J solemn promise 
by die U.S. government and we 
mil make vigorous efforts in Con- 
gress on behalf bf Turkey,” offi- 
cials quoted Mr. 1 Weinberger as 
promising Wednesday. 

Mr. Weinberger Wednesday 
was also touring a new modern 
facility at Mortal, near Ankara, 
where die Turks will soon begin 
co-producing U.S.. advanced F-46 
fighters. . 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A govern- 
ment commission opened its 
closed-door investigation of the 
Jonathan Jay Pollard spy case 
Wednesday, and officials said the 
key Israeli operative in the 
espionage ring was the first to 
testify. 

Prime Minister Ylzhak Shamir 
reiterated his promise that the 
commission of inquiry will be 
empowered to investigate anyone 
and its findings, although not 
binding, will be respected. 

He also told American Jewish 
leaders Israel was “intent on 
maintaining and developing our 
dose and friendly ties with the 
United States and the govern- 
ment of the United States has 
informed us that they share this 
feeling.'’ 


Soviets report Waite in Iranian embassy 


MOSCOW (R) — An official 
Soviet magazine said Wednesday 
that missing Anglican Church 
envoy Teny Waite is being held 
in the Iranian embassy in west 
Beirut. 

The Briton is believed to have 
been abducted during a mission 
to free kidnapped Western hos- 
tages held in Lebanon. 

Wednesday’s claim was pub- 
lished in Liters tumaya Gazeta, 
which last week alleged Mr. 
Waite’s trips to Beirut were con- 
cerned more with facilitating sec- 
ret shipments of U.S. weapons to 
Iran than with securing the re- 
lease of Western hostages. 


“We have succ ee ded in learn- 
ing that Teny Waite is being held 
in a tnuldmg of the embassy of 
Iran in west Beirut,” Literatur- 
naya Gazeta said, without iden- 
tifying its sources. 

“What is he doing there? Is he 
continuing negotiations on the 
secret deliveries of American 
weapons to Iran, despite the 
scandal around “Irangate?,” the 
magazine said. 

Mr. Waite disappeared in west 
Beirut last Jan. 20. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Robert Runde, and other church 
leaders have consistently denied 


that Mr. Waite has Bob with 
the government or intelligence 
agency of any country. 


Britain’s Foreign Office has 

. 1 . it . 


Anglican envoy acted indepen- 
dently, saying he had been 
advised not to go on his last trip 
to Lebanon. 

Uteraturnaya Gazeta alleged 
last week that Mr. Waite had 
travelled to Lebanon “under the 
cover of being a representative of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury” 
mid had made contact with the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). 



Terry Waite 


Carter arrives in Cairo 


But be warned that “there are 
factors in the Middle East that 
are trying to exploit the situation 
in order to damage our dose 
relations with the United States. 
Our friends must be on guard 
against tins tendency.” 

The two-member commission, 
appointed by the Israeli govern- 
ment last week under pressure 
from the United States, began its 
first session in the prime minis- 
ter’s ofice in the walled Defence 
Ministry compound in Tel Aviv. 

Israeli officials requesting 
anonymity said former high-rank- 
ing Mossad agent Rafi Eitan 
headed the list of those .to be 
questioned by the paneL 

A parliamentary subcommittee 
which is also investigating the 
'affair announced it had finished 
taking most testimony and hoped 
to wind up the inquiry in the next 
seven to 10 days. 

Legislator Abba Eban, who 
heads the subcommittee, said ab- 
out 10 Israelis were questioned 
about their involvement in the 


case. 


Pollard, 32, a former U.S. 
navy intelligence analyst, was 
sentenced in Washington earlier 
this month to life in prison for 
selling U.S. military secrets to 
Israel. His wife, Anne Hender- 
son -Pollard, 26, was sentenced to 
fiveyears in prison for possession 
of classified documents. 


CAIRO (AP) — Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter said 
Wednesday he might get new 
information about American and 
other foreign hostages held in 
Lebanon during lus coming visit 
to Syria. ' 

Mr. Carter also told reporters 
he believes leaders of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
PLO should participate in Middle 
East peace negotiations along 
with other Palestinians. He sing- 
led out PLO Chai rman Yasser 
Arafat as “welcome by me.” 


Mr. Carter, admired by many 
Egyptians for his key role in 
mediating an Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty during his presiden- 
cy, flew in by special plane from 
the Algerian capital, Algiers. 

Egypt was the second stop in a 
private Middle East-North Africa 
tour that also will take Mr. Carter 
to Syria, Jordan and Israel. A 
March 9 statement from his 
Georgia office said the aim of the 
trip was to hear about the re- 
gion’s problems and its hopes for 
the future. 


Police arrest 4 Israelis 
over Arab land fraud 


TEL AVIV (R) — Police 
Wednesday anmranced-the arrest 
of four Israeli Jews who they said 
disguised themselves as Arab 
land dealers to defraud Palesti- 
nians of their property in the 
occupied West Bank. 

Investigators collected evi- 
dence of 66 separate cases in 
which the four arrested men were 
suspected of conspiring to buy 
ana sell Arab-owned land fraud- 
ulently. 

At least two of the men are 
lawyers police believe used 
forged power-of-attorney docu- 


ments to sell land belonging to 
Palestinians. 


Police have been investigating 
land rackets in the West Bank for 
the past 18 months and have 
questioned Deputy Defence 
Minister Michael Dekel, who was 
agriculture minis ter in the early 
1980s at the time of the deals. 


Other government officials 
have also been questioned over 
the so-called landscam which 
took place at the height of Israel’s ■ 
settlement drive in the West 
Bank. 


Former Iranian official 
makes murder confession 


LONDON (R) — A former Ira- 
nian official in charge of libera- 
tion movements and two accom- 
plices have confessed to muder- 
ing three men in Iran’s Isfahan 
province last year, the Iranian 
News Agency IRNA reported' 
Wednesday. 


It said Mehdi Hash end, a rela- 
tive of Ayatollah Hossein-Ali 

Montazeri, named ^ to be ban’s 
future leader, confessed on 

Tehran television Tuesday night 


to kidnapping and strangling a 
old 


65-year-old man and his two sons. 


McFarlane backs policy to 
contact Iranian moderates 


MARCO ISLAND, Florida (AP) 
— Former National Security 
Adviser Robert C McFarlane 
said Tuesday that attempts by the 
administration of President 
Ronald Reagan to reach moder- 
ate elements within the Iranian 
government made sense. 

But the effort stopped being 
sensible once weapons came into 
the picture. 

“To introduce arms into that 
equation ... is stupid, a mistake 
and a big one,” Mr. McFarlane 
told members of the Health In- 
dustry Manufacturers Associa- 
tion during a speech at this resort 
out he Gulf of Mexico. 

It was one of Mr. McFariane’s 
few public appearances since he 
attempted suicide from a drug 
overdose last month. The appear- 


Money from Iran arms sales 
reportedly went to kidnappers 


NEW YORK (AP) — The New 
York Times has reported some 
profits from the sales of arms to 
Iran went to a group that fi- 
nanced the kidnappers of Amer- 
icans in Lebanon, raising the pos- 
sibility some money reached die 
hostage-takers. 

The payments were made by 
Manucher Gborbarrifar, an Ira- 
nian middleman in the sale of 
U.S. arms to ban, the Tunes 
reported in Wednesday editions, 
quoting U.S. officials and associ- 
ates of Mr. Ghorbanifar. 

Mr. Ghorbanifar associates 
said the money was “ransom” 
paid as part of the effort to gain 
the freedom of the American 
hostages, but a U.S. official de- 
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ance was arranged last summer 
before Ire became embroiled in 
the Iran-contra controversy. 

Mr. McFarlane, who resigned 
from the National Security Coun- 
cil (NSC) in December 1985, said 
Mr. Reagan's efforts to seek 
moderate elements in ban were 
important because that nation is a 
key geographic and political 
country. 

“The idea of simply asking, 
‘are there any sensible people m 
Iran?' Is a reasonable one,” he 
said. 

But Mr. McFarlane said be and 
others who supported the failed 
three-month effort to read] Ira- 
nian moderates were responsible 
for weakening America's position 
with allies who oppose nations 
that support terrorism. 


9 


scribed it as “payments for ser- 
vices rendered,” the Times said. 

The newspaper quoted uniden- 
tified U.S. officials and associates 
of Mr. Ghorbanifar inter v iewed 
in the United States and Western 
Europe as saying that $2 nrifikm 
to $3 million of the money that £ 
Iran paid for the arms was depo- 
sited by Mr. Ghorbanifar last 
year in the Swiss bank account of 
an Iranian organisation, the 
Global Islamic Movement. 

The Times said the group 
helped finance and organise 
radical groups in Lebanon, in- 
duffing the HizboQah Party of 
God, tire Shi'ite group thought to 
have been behind many of the 
kidnappings. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


Has 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhfoitioa of ofl paintings by Mi*. 
Houriyya Larald at the Petra Bank 
Gallery — Wadi Saqra (until March 
20) 


* An art exhibition by Soviet artist 
Mikhail Aghanesian at the U ni ve r s i ty 
erf Jordan (until March 19). 


* An edribitioa of paintings by Arinm 
Yahya at the Alia An Gaiety, Jabal 
Amman . 1st CSrdc (until March 23). 


an excellent co ll ection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa 
(Citadel H5H). Opening hours; 9.00 
•JU--540 pan. (Fridays and official 
holidays 1040 ami. to 4.00 pan.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Javdmi National Gafirry: Co ntain s a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
ac ulptaica by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a coSectioo of 
19th Century orientalist artists. 1 
zah, Jabal Luwcibdeb. Opening hours: 

10.00 man. - 1 JO'pjn. and 3.00 pjn.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is sappBed by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen ABa International Airport 
Td. (08) 5X00-5, where it should 
always be verified. 


6.00 p. 
630128. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Twmliial 2) 

0640 „ Damascus. Athens (OA) 

0840 Damascus, Paris (' 

13fc0i ..... Tripoli I 

1338 Baghdadi 

1448 Bahrain, Doha f 

1548 - Kuwaiti 

1 5 38 ............ Ankara, Istanbul ( 

1648 Riyadh I 

2848 Sana’a f 

2038 Cairo! 

8348 London (BA) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


FEATURE FILM 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
Arab 


^ Private Benjamin'' at 740 pjn. 
Thursday at me American Centre. 


■nwiwuMHa dating from the 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman, 
hours 9.00 ajn.-4.00 p.m. 
TeL 664340. 


PLAY 


CHURCHES 


“'Arabic plays for driMrea daily at 
10:00 a.m. and 330 pjn. at the Royal 


Cultural Centre (until March 31). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 061026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Conned 6 36147 /8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644209 

Spanish. Cultural Cadre 6 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre ... .... 665195 

Hussein Youth City 66718176 

Y.W.CA- 641793 

Y.WJkLA. _ 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 636111 

Univ. of Jordan library .... 843555 

MUSEUMS 


(Roman Catholic ) 
Jabal Amman, Td/ 624590. 

Grind: of the ftmmhriu (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden, TeL 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Td. 661757. 
Terrasauta Check (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Lawabdeh, mass in lan- 

guage. meet every Saturday at 5-J0 
p.m. TeL 622366 
Ctmrdi at the A— ad 
Orthodox) Abdafi, TeL 623541 
AngBeaa Crink (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TeL 678906. 
Armeufam Crihdfc Cbmrik Asfarrtieh, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Ortbedm Chmcfa Aafara- 
fiefa, TeL 775261. 

SL Fpirdiu Chmdi (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieb, TeL 771751. 

hard: (Inter- 
): meets at Southern 
in Shmeeani. TeL 


89-J8 ... 

09-JS Jeddah) 

1845 — Doha, Bahrain I 

1845 Dubai. Abu Dhabi | 

1845 — Dhahran, Kuwait | 

16J0 Cairo. Aqaba) 

1&55 . — — London ( 

17-35 New York. Vicuna | 

18:15 Athens 1 

1840 Bucharest, Laraaca ( 

1945 — Rome ) 

8140 Baghdad) 


Amman gouemo ra re 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198,199 

CSvfl Defence Irbid 271293.273131 

Ovfl Defence Quwrismeh 770733 

Oil Defence DcirAIla 573a 6 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

GvS Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Bofioc rescue 192; 621111, 637777 

Pofice headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Hectric Power Co. 63638174.624881 
Municipal water compfaints 77112S/8 
Queen Afia Inti. Airport (08)53330*0 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Wednesday rates 


Local sdWmy tales in 6k 

Belgian franc. 88.67 89.5 

Dutch guilder -.1625/ 164.1 

French franc — .... 55 2! 55.7 

baBanfira 2521 26.1 


HOSPITALS 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Turmiital 2) 


11M5 Kuwaiti 




1238 

1240 Doha,! 

1345 Kuwait ( 

1438 Istanbul, Ankara ( 

15:18 Riyadh) 

1830 Amsterdam, Damascus (~ 

19:18 - ftankfurt) 

19 ’3S — Cairo ( 

2848 .... Zurich. Larnaca | 

8148 London (BA) 


Japanese yen (for 100) 22 LW 224.2 

Swedish crown 32.6 1 53.1 

Swissfranc 21 93/ 223.7 

U.IL strafing pound 539.7/ 546.1 

U -S. dollar 337 J/ 339 2 

W. German mark 183.6/ 185.5 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal i) 


BnBctm sappBed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be putty dondy to doudy, 
with scattered ram sometim es assori- 


for all 
at the 
an week 940 
pjn. - 6:00 pjn. 


“Cldhfcreu's 
Museum, ” Fun and 
ages, phis o smaO 
Haya Arts Centre, 
ajn. - 1 pjn. and 
Closed on Friday. 

Fdkketi Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jera&h (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a ju--5 pjn. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 


Evangelical Lutheran Orinrii Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Soar), 
TeL 811295. 


PRAYER TIMES 


0848 ....... .... — Morning Show 

1048 New* S ummar y 

1845 Moraine Show Crani 

1148 News Summary 

1145 Listeners’ Choice 

1241 News Summary 

1245 Lis te ners* Choice 

1248 Country Music 

1348 News Summary 

1345 ... — ............... Country Music 

1448 News Bulletin 

14:18 Jordan Weekly 

1448 Music 

1*80 In Concert 

1648 News Summary 

1645 fejstnuEeotais 

1640 Old Favourites 

1748 In Concert 

1848 News Summary 

1*45 Top Twenty 

**40 Iwwsdesk 

1948 .Dale with n Star 

2841 Melody Time 

28c38 French Way of Life 

2140 Play of the Week 


•*21 Fajr 

0559 (Sunrise) Duha 

1144 Dfanfar 

15tM - ‘Asr 

1748 Maghreb 

194* ‘Isha 

21*38 OveraCupofTea 

2240 JazzHbur 

2348 News Summary 

2345 Men from the Ministry 

2348 The Musical Interview 

2448 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720, 1323 KHz 

8640 Newsdesk 0638 Country Style 
0fc45 Reflections 0638 Fcnandal News 
0748 World News 0749 24 Hewn: 
News Summary 87 JO At Home with... 
0745 The World Today 8848 New- 
desk 8848 Meridian 8940 Wodd News 
8949 24 Hours: News Summary 0948 
Folk Entertains 8945 Merchant Navy 
Programme 1040 World News 1849 
Reflections 1805 Loved by the Gods 
1048 Music Now 1140 World News 
1149 British Press Review 11:15 The 
World Today 1L38 Financial News; 
Look Ahead 1145 Hold do Lac 1240 
News Summary; Sing Gospel 1205 


8fc45 .... 

1808 Bucharest 

1845 Rome 

1148 Cairo 

114 Larnaca, Athens 

1248 Paris. London 

12:15 Brussels, Frankfurt 

19-J8 Kuwait, Abu Dhabi 

2848 — Bahrain, Doha 

2148 Jeddah 

2148 Knaia Lumpur, 

2148 

21:15 Cairo 

2248 Dubai, Muscat 

2240 Bangkok 


ated with thunder. Southwesterly mod- 
erate winds wffl becoule northwesterly 
fresh. In Aaaba, it wil be p ar t l y 
doudy, with amnees for dmndeiwow- 
en. Winds wffl be northerly moderate 
and calm tea. 


MmJ’max. 

Amman ...... 5 f ! 

Aqaba 11/23 

Deserts 4/13 

Jordan Valley 10/19 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 14, Aqaba 26. Hmmdhy readings; 
Amman 53 per cent, Aqaba 26 per 
cent. 


Ruscm Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity. J. Aura ... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Aum.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mdhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shme i sani 664171/4 

Shmasam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AMdomferHospital 667227® 

The I sla mic . Abdafi 666127137 

AkAhfi, Abdafi 664164/6 

ftahan, AJ-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

AHfcnhir.J. Aduafieh 775111/26 

Amy.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 60224050 

Anal Hospital 674155 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jbidan 774111/19 

Ministry ofTouriszn 642311 

Hoed o ompWn ts 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service..,. II 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Suleiman Daboobi 776751 

Dr. Fayez Jaflonqa 624027 

Satam Pharmacy 636730 

Ndroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

Khahf pharmacy ... 778653 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

- 1 Ferdows pharmacy 787336 

TAXIS: 

Wah&tari 641833 

uudoofl taxi ................. 664888 

taxi L.l 811857 

Ann tan 

-7 — 817411 

B al a scmah ran 845120 

5*™“ 773034 

Mashhonrtan 896743 

IRBID: 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sabaheen ....275393 

ralestine pharmacy 

Sfaara a pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQAz 

Dr. AzmiMoaa 981355 

A1 Tuwfiq pharmacy [ j 


MARKET PRICES 


Merchant Navy Programme 1230 
Business Matters UfcOi World News 
13*89 News About Britain 13:15 In the 
Meantime 13c2S A Letter from North- 
ern Ireland 13:30 Meridian 14.-88 
Radio Newsred 14:15 Jazz for the 
Asking 14*45 Sports Round-up 15d#0 
World News 15s09 24 Hows: News 
Summary 15c3l John Peel lfeflO Out- 
look; News Summary 1645 Nature 
Notebook 17*08 Radio Newsreel 17:15 
The European Community 18 M 
World News 1&09 Commentary 18:15 
Science in Action 18:45 The World 
Today 1M8 World News 19*9 A 
Letter from Northern Ireland 19:15 
Puccini and his World 19s45 Sports 
Roundup 2840 Newsdesk '2fc38 Mul- 
titrack i 2t88 News Summary; Out- 
look 21*39 Stockmarirat Report 2L45 
About Britain 22fflOWorid News 22s89 
24 Homs: News Summary 22^8 Sckn- 
ce in Action 23a88 News Summary, 
Network UK 2*15 Mvric Now 23:45 
The Wind in the Willows 24cM World 


News mm The World Today Mk25 A 
Letter from Northern Ireland |e-jg 
Ruanda] News 88^ Reflections 88*45 
Sports Roundop 81*88 World News; 
Comme n tary 81:15 from the Weeklies 
81*38 Mnftihrack 3 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


72& inibnnatioa is sappBed by Royal 
Jordanian mfonnanan department at 
the Qneea AM Itttoaatuaal Airport 
TeL (08) 53200-5. when it shook! 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


V9M 

V»M 

0928 

0*25 


Abu Dhabi 



.Jeddah 


g"* "™ - 320 / 270 

Bun at w (Mnkammar) 270 / 220 

5 ea ”.- -.480 / 400 

Broad beans 110/ TD 

100/ 60 

Cabbage 80/ 50 

CteTrt(yelk»w) ... 20 0 / 170 

Canfiflowerfydlow) 200/ 170 

CanOk mer (white) ... 170 / 100 

Oram 500 / 400 

Cucumbers .......... ISO / 140 

130/100 

100/ TO 

89J8 Muscat, Dubai, ) 

IfcOO Doha, Bahrain j 

18t88 Kuwait) 

He55 — London, Paris | 

1738 Cain) I 

17s48 Athene) 

IfelS Istanbul 

I8945 | 

22 —— ™R5«lh( 

1*85 Frankfort) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Tonnlnat 2) 

•MS Cairol 

Sana’a) 

12S# Jeddah) 

Mffl8 Dubai (EK) 

DEPARTURES 

B OVAL JO RDANIAN FLIGHTS 

|T8fniUIM 

8645 

»« Rome) 


Garhc(diy) 600/500 

Grapefrua 130/100 

Lamm 120/ 70 

M*pjw. 100/ 70 

Ore*«(diy) 160/120 

Orange (Aba Surra) 320/280 

Orange (Shammeuii) 250/ 160 

Peas 320/160 

Fepper (hot) 440 / 360 

Pepper (sweet) 260 / 200 

■555?*- i«/i20 

Raddbb ... 90/ 60 

Spinach 70/ 40 

Tomatoes 160/100 

Turnip 90/60 


lfrM .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
Athens (RI) 


11*30 
11*45 
Vienna, 

12H5 Fi 

12*45 

ifeao 

13^8 __ 

19*45 ...i.Saaa’i 

2fc3» Dobri.Karadn 



2fe30 B^iram, Abu Dhabi 

»s«5 . — . — Kuwait, Dhahran 
~:.Cabo 

UtR Damr cin 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TannlMl 2) 


Ifc30 



Jeddah J 

*5 -SBi 

15»8 Kuwait | 








is»» 
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EC to help finance 
scientific research and 




AMMAN. (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Community is to provide 
Jordan with -two grants worth a 
total; of .4.1 . million European 
Currtacy tMts (ECU) to help 
finance projects conducted by the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and . the Jordan ' Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) in accord- 
ance with two initial agreements 
signed in Amman on Wednesday. 

The grants arc part of a total of 
19 million ECU promised by the 
European Community to Jordan 
under an earlier agreement 
signed by the .two sides in 1982. 

One of the agreements signed 
Wednesday is for 2 million ECU 
which will be used to fiance the 
purchase of equipment and labor- 
atories and to train technicians at 
the RSS. The other agreement 
for 2 million ECU will go to the 
JCO to help the organisation' 
cany out a sheep fattening pro- 
ject and to increase meat produc- 
tion in the- Kingdom. 

The two agreements were in- 


itialled by Minister of P lannin g 
Taher Kanaan and Dr. Romano 
Lantini, European Community 
representative in Jordan. 

Last month, the European 
Community and Jordan signed an 
agreement under which the King- 
dom will receive two milli on 
ECU to finance the purchase of 
equipment and technical training 
for staff working at the Faculty of 
Engineering and Technology at - 
the University of Jordan. 

In another development, the 
European Economic Community 
has approved a $1.8 billion aid 
package to south and east 
Mediterranean countries, includ- 
ing Jordan. The foreign ministers 
of the countries adopted a five- 
year financial aid package to 
eight countries in the region dur- 
ing a meeting in Brussels on 
Tuesday. Jordan, Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Leba- 
non, and Israel will, receive the 
aid which is to ran through 1992. 



Her Mqjesty Queen Norn* Wednesday patronises a 
ceremony to honour working mothers who have 


raised their under Hiffigni* circumstances 

(Petra photo) 


Alumni club holds se min ar on 
women, their role in society 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter . 

AMMAN — TJ Trag , the United 
Kingdom graduates alumni dub, 
held- a cultural event on Tuesday 
night as part of the Kingdom’s 
celebrations marking Internation- 
al Women's Day. 

The event included lectures, a 
seminar and a paw»l discussion on 
various issues of concern to 
Jordanian women as well as ex- 
hibitions of paintings, books, 
embroidery and jewellery, all 
made by Jordanian women. 

Mrs. A&ma Khader, a promin- 
ent Jordanian lawyer, presented a 
working paper- at the seminar 
tackling the status and role of 
women under Jordanian laws, in 
civil functions and -in social and 
political affairs. An audience of 
approximately 100 women heard 
Mrs. Khader outline different 
fields in which Jordanian women 
have excelled and contributed to- 
wards the development of their 
country. 

In her paper, Mrs. Khader 
criticised some aspects of Jor- 
ydaman t; j fa« wtgc$ she. de- 


espedally in cases of moral be- 
haviour. She called for the de- 
velopment of these laws in order 
to rope with modem trends. # 

Dr. Hisham Ghuseib, from the 
Royal Scientific Society, also pre- 
sented a research in which he 
stressed that the emancipation of 
women in society is connected 
with the freedom of the commun- 
ity since, be said, women are a 
basic part of the social structure. 
He said that the present status of 
women in society was the 
result of accumulated social and 
historic conditions which ulti- 
mately gave the man the up- 
prhand in society. 

The weaker sex,’ Dr. Ghuseib 
said, is partly to blame for accept- 
ing the de facto situation without 
attempting to enhance their posi- 
tion in society over the years. 

At the end of the seminar, the 
audience took part in a debate on 
women and their society. 

The painting and book exhibi- 
tions featured new publications 
and works by Jordanian female 


Grid link 
expected 
to benefit 
Jordan, Egypt 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The pro- 
jected scheme to link the national 
grids of Egypt and Jordan will 
have great advantages for the two 
-countries and the Arab area m 
economic and technical fields, 
according to Dr. Hamdi A1 Sab- 
er, deputy director of the Egyp- 
tian Energy Authority, who is 
now on a visit to Jordan. 

Speaking in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Dr. Saher said, that the project 
could be a nucleus for linking 
grids in other Arab countries. A 
study is underway for executing 
this project, which, he said, 
would provide protection to 
either network in cases of 
emergency in that either of the 
two will operate and feed the 
other if any breakdown occurs. 
Dr. Saber underlined the import- 
ance of bilateral cooperation in 
energy and electricity fields which 
is being carried out in imple- 
mentation of a joint memoran- 
dum of understanding. 

Dr. Saher started a two-week 


ra aspec* of Jot- OT>- Several 

Mayor.to.butlmfiiemces,'. 1 TZ !T. £* 


xE NOS plan for Greater Amman today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf A1 Rawab- 
deh is to address a press confer- 
ence today in which he will re- 
view municipal services provided 
in the Greater Amman area and 
details of the 1986-1990 five-year 
plan to develop die capital and its 
surrounding region. 

Following the press confer- 
ence, the mayor will accompany 


. journalists on a tour of different ■ 
areas of Amman to brief diem on 
projects under execution. 

On Wednesday, Amman 
Municipality announced that nine 
areas which bad been infested 
with rodents have been complete- 
ly cleaned and a second offensive 
will start this month to eliminate 
rodents found in a number of new 
areas of the capital,. 


and MmeridRcsourtesvlhe Jor- 
dan .Electricity Authority and. 
other departments to prepare the 
final version of the projected plan 
before submitting it to the Jorda- 
nian-Egyptian higher joint com- 
mittee in its April meeting for 
approval. 

On Wednesday the delegation 
visited the Iibid District Electrio- 
ity Company (IDECO) and were 
briefed on its programmes and 
services. They also toured parts 
of the Jordan Valley and in- 
spected JEA projects there. 


‘My Fat Friend’ opens to enthusiastic audiences 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Theatre goers in 
Amman are bound to enjoy ,c My 
Fat Friend,” a hilarious two-act 
comedy full of witty dialogue and 
fun-filled surprises. The play, 
currently being staged at the Jor- 
dan Intercoutinental Hotel play- 
house, also features some of Bri- 
tain’s best loved actors and 
actresses, including John Inman, 
known to Jordan Television audi- 
ences for his rede in the series 
“Are you being served.” 

Its what's on the inside that 
counts is the main message be- 
hind Charles Laurence’s almost 
two-hour comedy “My Fat 
Friend.” Laurence, considered 
by drama critics as one of 


: wrigfats, appears to not only have 
made the play a big theatrical hit 
when it was first staged in Mad- 
rid, but also here in Amman. 
And, judging by the audience’s 

- positive reaction to the proceed- 

- ings and by the warm welcome 
and support it received during the 
gala opening at the hotel on 
Tuesday, the play appears to be 
one of the best dinner theatre 
events staged so far at the hotel. 

“And indeed, in this very fan- 
ny play, the author shows plenty 
of invention and a nice apptitude 
for witty dialogue and laughter- 
provoking situations,” wrote one 
of Britain's newspaper theatre 
critics on the day. 

The play’s fouMnember .cast 
who are the British Airways tour- 
ing theatre group are Vicky (Pat- 
ricia Brake), a 13-stone Hamp- 
stead bookseller, her two lodgers: 
James (Ian McCurrach), a young 
Scots novelist and Henry (John 
Inman) an outrageous tax collec- 
tor, as well as Tom (Christopher 
Scouler), a handsome^ romantic 
geologist. 

By sheer, coincidence, Tom 
starts a relationship with V&y a 
day before he leaves for Istanbul 
on an- ml excavation mission. 
Vicky, always apathetic and frw- 
trated about her inability to loose 


weight, is driven by her lodgers to 
follow a determined weight loos- 
sing campaign to shed those extra 
pounds with a whirlwind course 
of sauna baths and. healthy runs 
on the beach. 

Tom,, loaded with presents and 
Turkish delight returns to Britain 
to discover that Vicky has lost 
four stone. Over-ridden by a feel- 
ing of dismay and shock, he walks 
out of her Hfe. 

It ends with a ' totally unex- 
pected and hilarious climax in- 
volving Vicky and her two lod- 
gers. Yet in the middle of all the 
fun Lawrence keeps to a truth 
within his comic situations that 
makes the characters both' real 
and sometimes touching. 

Credit for the play's outstand- 


ing success should not only be 
given to its highly distinguished 
and professional cast which have 
had numerous successful appear- 
ances on television, on film and in 
theatre shows. Peter Coe, one of 
England’s most distinguished 
theatre and film directors is to be 
given acclaimed credit for the 
effort he poured into thejplay to 
make it a true success. The out- 
standing script, a renowned pro- 
fessional cast and highly-skilled 
stage technicians all complement 
each other in the successful pre- 
sentation of the play. 

The play will continue at the 
hotel for three more days: March 
19-21. The annual dinner theatre 
season is jointly organised by the 
hotel and British Airways. 


COMMUNIQUE DE L’AMBASSADE 
DE FRANCE 


EN RAISON DU REPORT DE LA VISITE OFFICIELLE EN 
JORDANIE DU MINISTRE FRANCAIS DES AFFAIRES 
ETRANGERES, LA RECEPTION QVJTL DEVAIT OFFRIR A 
LA COMMUNAUTE FRANCAISE CE SOIR 19 MARS A 18 
HEURES A LA RESIDENCE DE FRANCE EST ANNULEE. 


The 

Institute of Professional 
Managers & Administrators 

Welcomes applications for Membership 
from experienced and intending managers 
and administrators world-wide. 


Prospectus about the IPMA, its international activities and 
objectives, grades of membership available, and training 
recommended obtainable from;— 

. . The Membership Secretary 
Bel Air House, P.O. Box 418, Jersey, Britain. 
Telephone: 534-30875. Telex: 4192499 STMINT G 


W. Bank cooperatives thank 
government for its support 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion from agricultural cooperative 
societies in the occupied West 
Bank on Wednesday met with 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and 
expressed their appreciation and 
gratitude to the government for 
its support and assistance to West 
Bank farmers. 

■ Members of the delegation 
who spoke at the meeting refer- 
red in particular to government 
facilities extended to West Bank 
fanners to help them market their 
products in the East Bank and 
abroad. 

Mr. Rifai welcomed the de- 
legation who represent some 


Dudin briefs Belgian official 
on occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mr. Eric 
Kobia, head of the Middle East- 
ern department at the Belgian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on 
Wednesday conferred with Minis- 
ter of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Marwan Dudin. 

They discussed the situation in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
Mr. Dudin spoke about the 
ordeal of the Arab inhabitants 
living under Israeli rule. The 


which, he said, is aimed at bol- 
stering the steadfastness of the 
Arab population m the face of 
Israel’s inhum an practices. 

At the meeting, views were 
exchanged about the latest de- 
velopments m the occupied terri- 
tory and Europe's role in helping 
to bring about a lasting settle- 
ment through an international 
conference. 

Mr. Kobia who arrived here 


minis ter also detailed the Jprda- , from Damascus is leaving today 
man government's development across the Jordan River for a visit 
plan “for the' ckxu pied 'territory 'to "the occupied West 'Bank. 


Japan donates equipment and 
machinery to UNRWA centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Japanese government has pre- 
sented the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
with a gift of roumment and 
machinery worth $228,000 for the 
benefit of trainees at the UN- 
RWA Vocational Training Cen- 
tre at Wadi Seer.- The gift also 
included five vehicles and special 
equipment for testing vehicles. 

Japanese Ambassador Akria 
Nakayama, who presented the 
gift to the centre, said that the 
Japanese people realise the 
hardships and sufferings of the 


Palestinian people and will con- 
tinue to offer contributions to 
support UNRWA’s drive to offer 
training to Palestinian children. 

A number of UNRWA officials 
were present at the ceremony 
during which the ambassador 
toured various parts of the centre 
and was briefed on their training 
programmes. 

Japan tins year made a con- 
tribution of $9 million to UN- 
RWA in cash and S7.S million in 
the form of in-kind contributions 
and training scholarships. 



THE WATCH WITH THE SPECIAL REVERSE SIDE: 

light as a feather, kind to yonr skin, free of edges and corners oo case 
and braeefet; Such Is the new Rado creation bow offered by specialised 
Rado dealers. But it’s the flip side that’s unique: A medically tested 
compound materia l , used hi aerospace and aircraft construction, scab 
the precision quartz movement at the bottom of the case to make it 
water-resistant aad provide the greatest possible wearer comfort. The 
visible part of foe caw is an example of advanced Rado integral 
design: The scratch-resistant sapphire crystal is held hi place by 
resided, also scratch-nsistaat, Knks whose design extends onto foe 
wristband. The DiaStar M4 derip is a successful synthesis of 
huovative low-weight technology, traditional quality watchmaking 
a»d foe fastest Rado design— to short, a watch for those who seek foe 
exceptional — even where it doesn’t show. 


Ministry honours working women 
raising families under hardship 


4,000 cooperatives in the West 
Bank and reaffirmed the govern- 
ment's determination to offer 
West Bank citizens all possible 
help to help them market their 
products. 

The meeting at the prime 
minister's office was attended by 
Minister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Marwan Dudin, Director 
General of the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation Mrewid Ad Tal 
and parliament members who 
represent the West Bank consti- 
tuencies of Hebron, Nablus, 
Jericho, Jenin, Tulkarm, Ramal- 
lah and Salfit. 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Thirty Jordanian women who 
have offered outstanding service to their community 
and worked through hardship to raise and educate 
their families were honoured at a ceremony held 
here on Wednesday under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Qneen Noor. 

The women selected from Am- honoured and this year’s theme 
man, Madaba, Irbid, AJ Husun, emphasised the role of mothers, 
Jerash, Ajloun, the Jordan Val- the statement added, 
ley, Karak, Zarqa, Mafraq, The ceremony, held at the 
Tafiieb and Aqaba were de- Palace of Culture of A1 Hussein 
scribed in a statement from tbe Youth City, was addressed by 
Queen's office as “exemplary in- Minister of Social Development 
dividuals who have overcome Khalcd A1 Haj H assail and sever- 
hardships and single handedly al other women speakers, 
raised their children under diffi- By honouring these 30 
cult tixcumstances.” Despite the mothers, the minister said Jordan 
personal hardships they faced, is recognising the significant role 
these women worked diligently Jordanian women play in their 
and selflessly for' the sake of homes and in society. Over the 
bringing up their children and, in past three decades the image of 
the process, generated sufficient Jordanian women has drastically 
income to educate their children changed and their contributions 
and hold the family together, the to society and participation in 
statement said. different fields of work has been 

The statement said that the instrumental in the development 
honoured women embody the of the Kingdom, the minister 
finest human values which they added. 

have passed on to their children The other speakers included 
and to their community and which Mrs. In *amAl Mufti, chairperson 
their country in return, acknow- of the Business and Professional 
ledged by selecting them for the Women's Federation, who paid 
commendations. tribute to the Queen for backing 

According to the statement, efforts designed to promote 
tbe annual ceremony, organised Jordanian women's standards and 
jointly by the Ministry of Social status in society. Mrs. Mufti paid 
Development and the Business special tribute to Arab women 
and Professional Women's Club living under Israeli rule who, she 
(BPWC), honours women from said, have become a symbol of 
various sectors of society who resistance to occupation and 
have made outstanding personal pioneers in confronting the chal- 
rontributions to the development lenges and the prevailing difficult 
of the Jordanian community. In economic circumstances resulting 
the past, pioneer women in indus- from occupation, 
try, science and banking were Mrs. Mufti paid tribute to the 


Ministry of Social Development 
for helping Jordanian women 
contribute meaningfully towards 
the development of their country, 

Mrs. Rabiha AI Dabbas, direc- 
tor of the women's department at 
the ministry said in a speech that 
Jordanian women have proved 
beyond doubt their ability to do 
creative work and to shoulder 
responsibility. The Department 
of Women at the Ministry of 
Social Development will continue 
to help women pursue their en- 
deavours for a better life for 
themselves and their families, 
Mrs. Dabbas said. 

The women honoured at the 
ceremony were: Araal Jumeian, 
Insaf Ghandour, Halimeh Tur-. 
khan, Khawlah Khirfan, Rabia 
Quteifat, Shil Haddad, Heila Al 
Amaireh, Mithla Al Fan ban, Fat- 
wa Khreinu, Raya AI Saket, Sub- 
hieh Odeh, Fatima Al Aaraj, 
Miryam Dajani. Miyassar Al 
Amad, Hind Al Hadidi, Hikmat 
Ujeilat, 'Fatima Masoud, Huda 
Sweidan; Ysra Manasra, Nofa 
Tahamneh, Maryam Shuwiat. 
Taghreed Jarrar, Maryam Al 
Tawahbeh, Surayya Shaab. Sal- 
ma AI Sabou', Firyal Al Ammar- 
in, Nabiha Hourani, Amneh 
Obeidat. Intisar Al Abdullah and 
Fatima Tarfaoudi. 

These women have worked for 
years in different fields ranging 
■from school janitors to radio 
announcers and have brought up 
children, some of whom have 
obtained university degrees. 
Among those attending the cere- 
mony were the wife of the prime 
minister, members of the diploma- 
tic missions and an audience of 
invited guests. 


National committee formed to promote 
cultural ties, education opportunities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
selection committee, chaired by 
Her Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, has been set up to promote 
cultural ties between Jordan and 
other countries. Among its activi- 
ties is securing scholarships for 
Jordanian students at a number 
of colleges and universities 
grouped under the title United 
World Colleges (UWC) which 
was established in 1962. The com- 
mittee has issued -the following 
statement about UWCs activities 
and the committee's selection 
. programme: “Ibis year,, and we 
hope in future years, Jordanian 
students are to be offered a new 
opportunity to study abroad. The 
United World Colleges are offer- 
ing a small number of scho- 
larships to Jordanian students for 
the sebool years 1987-1989. 

The United World Colleges is a 
group of six schools, one each in 
Britain, Canada, Italy, Singa- 
pore, South Africa and the Un- 
ited States. Their aim is to prom- 
ote international understanding 
through education, by having an 
international student body, 
selected on merit by national 
selection committees set up in 


each country that sends students. 
All are coeducational, and tbe 
language of instruction is English. 
As well as aiming at nigh 
academic standards, the colleges 
place great emphasis on such 
social service activities as sea and 
land rescue, help for the old, and 
work for the physically and men- 
tally handicapped. 

The colleges take students for 
their last two years of schooling, 
i.e. from the age of about 16 to 
about 18, and prepare them for 
the International Baccalaureate, 
.an international school leaving 
examination which the colleges 
did much to establish, and which 
is now recognised by all universi- 
ties of standing throughout the 
world. 

The IB is a broadly-based prog- 
ramme which places particular 
emphasis on the student's ability 
to research, think and express 
himself, and which is designed to 
develop the whole of his perso- 
nality, interests and abilities. The 


student is required to study six 
subjects, including two languages 
(one being the student's mother 
tongue), maths, a science, and a 
Study of Man subject such as 
history, geography, economics or 
psychology. In addition, he has to 
complete a piece of original re- 
search, follow a course entitled 
“Theory of Knowledge,” and 
participate in at least one crea- 
tive, aesthetic or social services 
activity. 

The United World Colleges be- 
gan with the establishment of 
Atlantic College in 1962 in a 
medieval castle on the south coast 
of Wales. The experiment was a 
success, and other colleges were 
founded in Canada (1974), 
Southern Africa (1981), Singa- 
pore (1973), and Italy and the 
USA (1982). Plans are in hand 
for opening a further college in 
South America. Tbe organisation 
is governed by an international 
council, the president of which is 
HRH the Prince of Wales.” 
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Iran seeing red 


IT appears that two related developments influenced the 
Ir anian leadership recently to step up efforts to woo the Soviet 
Union: first, with the public exposure of the clandestine arms 
deals with die U.S., an arms supply source has been at least 
temporarily Mocked, affecting consequently the fighting capa- 
bility of the Iranians; second, the Karbala-5 offensive turned 
catastrophically rniddal for toe Iranian forces themselves and 
many Ir anian dties had to take heavy poundings from Iraqi ah* 
raids. A way to mellow down Iraqi onslaughts until Iran could 
find replenishments for its Hast depleting armoury was to try to 
get the Soviet Union — Iraq’s regular arms supplier — 
interested or involved in Iranian affairs. It was thought 
expedient, if possible, to diplomatically pressure the Soviets 
Into adopting restrictive arms supply policies that would 
adversely affect Iraq. A vigorous diplomatic offensive was also 
seen as an attempt at stifling toe Soviet-Iraqi friendship treaty 
of 1972. The Soviets are certainly interested in maintaining 
good neighbourly relations with Iran but not at toe expense of 
Iraq. However, the Soviet Union is least interested in seemg the 
two developing countries continuing a war at its doorstep. 
When Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akhar v ‘ayati made an 
official visit to Moscow in mid-February, he had to listen to 
some unpleasant lectures from the Soviets. The Soviet position 
tfu made dear to him: “Common sense suggests that mam 
attention should be devoted not to the past but to the future — 
to seeming that the war be discontinued. It’s not in the interests 
of your people to have to expand cemeteries where war victims 
are buried. We are convinced a way must be searched for to 
end the war. We repeat wind we have several tunes told the 
Iranian leadership: a day of fighting is worse than five years of 
talks.” 

Of late Khomeini has been blowing bot and cold a gainst the 
U.S., accusing it of mampalating Golf politics. This was again a 
signal to toe Soviets to favourably consider resuming economic 
and technical cooperation, dis continue d since 1983 when the 
pro-Moscow Tndefa party was castigated ■ and 18 Soviet 
diplomats expelled. Iran is interested in getting Soviet technical 
cooperation, for a wide range of projects such, as aircraft,, 
railways, atomic energy, dam construction and steel milk- 
1,200 Soviet technicians engaged in constructing the Isfahan 
steel mill were withdrawn in 1985 for fear of Iraqi bombing. 
Iran is in dire strait for foreign exchange. Soviet transit routes 
for Iranian trade to the West and the Far East are important. 
Hence also, the leadership has been careful to cultivate the 
Soviets and maintain a pro-Soviet tilt in recent days. 

The Soviets have one definite advantage. They need not have 
to resort to the method the UJS. adopted in trying to befriend 
the Iranian leadership. They would not have to carry, for 
example, a cake shaped in the form of a sickle and hammer and 
a copy of the Das Kapital to Tehran in order to elirit friendship 
and sort out outstanding issues. A red carpet would likely 
welcome Mr. Shevardnadze should he choose to visit Tehran 
and that would certainly be to toe chagrin of the U.S. which 
would most likely interpret toe event as “Iran gone red.” 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Ungrateful Israel 

DESPITE Israel's attempts to conceal the ramifications of the 
Pollard affair more details of the scandal continue to fill newspapers 
around the world. The Pollard scandal is a typical case of Israel's 
show of ungratefulness to countries that provide the Jewish state with 
all means of help and assistance. The Israelis had earlier stolen 
midear material for making the atomic bomb, and french gunboats 
from a port in France under de Gaulle’s rule. It is true that toe 
Pollard case is bound to cause a great damage to the prestige and 
credibility of the United States, but the classified information which 
Pollard had obtained, and toe secrets this spy supplied to Tel Aviv 
are bound to do greater harm to the Arabs and help toe Israelis to 
launch further acts of aggression anywhere in toe Arab World. The 
United States had been continually supplying arms and financi al 
assistance to the Jewish state in toe belief that the stronger Israel is 
toe greater the chances for peace will be. But the Pollard scandal has 
proved that Israel's military arsenal is not a tool for peace and that 
despite American assistance, toe Israeli rulers will continue to violate 
peace and perpetuate their bold on Arab territory. Above all, U.S. 
unlimited supply of arms to Israel has deafly encouraged it to pursue 
its aggressive policies and its international espionage activity. The 
U.S. and the world at large should take a lesson from the Pollard 
affair, and realise the danger inherent in Israel’s policies in the 
Middle East region. 

Al Dustour: Pollards and Gentiles 

THE Israeli leaders are nowadays concerned with the Pollard case, 
toe Israeli spy who has been given a life sentence in toe United 
States. The Israelis are trying with all their might to minimi** the 
negative effects of this case on U.S.-Israeli relations because they are 
afratd of their far-reaching impact on the future aid to Israel. Among 
those bearing the brunt of the consequences of toe affair are the 
■American Jews who do not want to appear as spies for the Jewish 
state or a menace to U.S. security. Pollard was an American Jew 

r ag for Israel and his actions can harm U.S.-Israeli relations and 
status of the Jewish community in toe United States. For this 
reason toe Israeli government has now decided to set up an inquiry 
commission in a bid to mislead the American public opinion into 
believing that proper action will be taken to prevent a recurrence of ■ 
such espionage activity. This move is taken in order to ensure that 
U.S. aid to Israel which comes out of American taxpayers pockets 
will continue uninterrupted. But the Arabs hope that the American 
people in particular and the world at large will wake up and realise 
toe doable standards of the Jews and their underhand policies 
wherever they are and regardless of their nationality 

Sawt Al Shaab: Scientific approach 

THE government has decided to set up a higher council on science 
and technology, well aware of the role which such council can play in . 
promoting development and achieving prosperity for toe country. 
Jordan which enjoys a unique position in toe region and continues to 
witness economic and social development is qualified to serve as a 
centre for science and technology; and therefore a national strategy 
in this respect is now required to enable science * vhnoiogy to 
serve the Kingdom more effectively. 


Gorbachev walks tight rope with his ‘glasnost 




THE just concluded trial in Czechoslovakia of five members of the 
Jazz Section, an underground artists' group, highlights a potential 
rry n flirt between Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s gfesnosf and the 
Soviet Union's political management of its Eastern European 
neighbours. 

The president of the banned group, Karel Srp, and toe secretary, 
Vla dimir Kouril, were sentenced to 16 months mid 10 months in jail, 
respectively, for “economic crimes.’' These crimes indude the 
pnhH*hing and selling of magazines and books after the Jazz Section 
was formally dosed by the interior ministry in 1984. 

Their relatively light sentence suggests uncertainty among 
Czechoslovakian leaders on how to deal with the liberalisation taking 
place within its ally, toe Soviet Union. The more conservative 
members of the ruling party are no doubt reluctant to follow Mr. 
Gorbachev’s lead, while other, more moderate leaders, probably 
welcome some of the Soviet leader’s reforms. 

But, what is most interesting about this trial is what it portends for 
developments in eastern Europe. A question naturally presents itself: 
how will Mr. Gorbachev handle the spreading of glasnost, his 
-liberalisation programme, among his neighbours to toe west? 

Only toe most dogmatic anti-communists in the West can pretend 
that what Mr. Gorbachev is doing in toe Soviet Union is pure 
propaganda. There can be little doubt, considering the concrete steps 
so far taken, that Mr. Gorbachev is bent on a major overhaul of the 
Soviet system. At the very least, he appears set to loosen controls on 
toe media, to decentralise toe economy, and weed out corruption in 
toe Soviet bureaucracy. It remains to be seen whether he will lead his 
country to fuD democracy. 

He does appear to be moving full steam ahead with his reforms. 
The release of dissident physicist, Andrei Sakharov, was a milestone 
in this process. The distinguished physicist has beat free to openly 
criticise toe Soviet government and officials. And last month, the 
Kremlin freed 150 dissidents with a promise to release 150 more. In a 
speech to toe Soviet Central Committee, Mr. Gorbachev blasted 


By Fred Donovan 

official corruption raTWt for mare democracy in party elections. 

On the economic front, Mr. Gorbachev is p ushing for greater 
efficiency, more free enterprise, and a reduction in tomkm g on toe 
job. An unprecedented law,, recently passed, all ows' S oviet com- 
panies to enter into joint ventures with foreign firms. 

To carry out. this ambitions refo rm programme, Mr. Gorbachev 
most walk a tightrope between the entrenched bureaucracy and the 
more ideologically conservative officials, on toe one hand, and the . 
centrifugal forces of the vast and ethnically diverse Soviet empire, on 
tiie other. 

The West' has not been helping Mr. Gorbachev at all in tins 
difficult task. Rather, U.S. President Reagan's determination to 
pursue his Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI), a space-based defence, 
has no doubt made matters more difficult for a Soviet leader who has 
taken the initiative on arms control. Should Mr. Gorbachev fail in 
persuading the United States to stop deployment of SDI, he may 
have a lot of explaining to do to more hare-fine mem b ers in tire 
Politburo. Furthermore, he may find them less receptive to ins 
domestic reforms. His greatest challenge may come, however, from 
tire countries of eastern Europe. For, it is in these countries that the 
spreading of glasnost could cause the most trouble for this charisma- 
tic Soviet leader. 

Since the end of World War II, when toe Soviet Union used the 
presence of its a rmies to install friendly governments in eastern 
Europe, the leadership has kept a dose eye on its neighbours. Having 
paid an enormous price in the war, some estimates putting toe death 
toll at 20 minio n people, the Soviet Union has been reluctant to 
loosen its grip on the “ friths " of the war, its buffer zone to the west. 
The Soviet invasions of Hungary in 1956, and of Czechoslovakia, to 
quell toe "spring thaw” of 1968, attest to toe Soviet determination to 
keep these governments “friendly.’’ 

Should Mr. Gorbachev’s glasnost catch hold in eastern Europe, 
and dem an ds for greater liberalisation take place, tins amid have 
political repercussions for Mr. Gorbachev in the Soviet Union. A 
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in its ponies toward toe Soviet Uoion. Sofar, tire Sovg fate hat 
been able to press his reforms without 
disturbances m eastern Europe. He has visited au 
except Czechoslovakia, which he plans to vist aert mon to ^ w 
doubt to show Soviet support for toe present jeadertfap rad reaaad 
people that toe Soviets have not "forgotten mar 

IfMr. Gorbachev is able to sixeessfufly walk tos tg&trop^toe 
Soviet Union without a crisis in eastern Europe, heSPOaw QWMtf 
himself lucky. If a crisis does develop, tire Soviet readers pomes 
skills wifi certainly be put to tire test. He will either hav eto afl ow 
greater 'freedom and independence among Ms east European 
neighb ours and risk a political backlash in the Soviet Union, or use 
Soviet mDitaxy might to keep them in line. Sbooldjy tire 

latter, Ms image in tire West and around the world win be destroyed. 

The West, however, should not work to force toe one. T he 
United States, in particular, has encouraged c fa B e ng e * to toe 
authorities in eastern Europe. Any abrupt changes, such as op en 
revolt, could force Mr. Gorbachev’s band and bring So viet m rce to 
bear on its neighbours. Tins would not be in the bert in terest .o f toe 
Wnst for it could bring the ascendency of conservative elements once 
again in the Soviet Union. Rather, tire West should not make t h i ng s 
an y more difficult for Mr. Gorbachev than they afrearty are.. Toe 
West should give Mr. Gorbachev some time to see if he plans to 
expand his glasnost to eastern Europe. 

If Mr. Gorbachev can deal successfully with a crisis in eastern 
Europe and gradually allow greater freedom there, withou t adv erse 
political repercussions inside the Soviet Union, then he will surel y go 
down in history as one of the greatest political masters of ton or way 
other century. Events, however, have a way of upsetting toe best laid 
plans , and of catching even political geniuses off-guard. Mr. 
Gorbachev, beware springtime in Prague. 


Arab Americans gearing up for 1988 election impact 


By Jacquelyn S. Porth 

WASHINGTON — “Americans 
of Arab ancestry have contri- 
buted greatly in every field, avail- 
ing themselves of toe freedoms 
and opportunities of this coun- 
try," according to President 
Reagan. 

In a message to those attending 
the Arab American Institute 
(AAI) conference in Washing- 
ton, toe president said, “Their 
industry, pride and exemplary 
patriotism have enriched our 
national life. Their concern for 
peace and justice in tire Middle 
East helps us promote a negotiat- 
ing process that will lead to peace 
and security for all peoples of toe 
area. 

“I commend your efforts to 
promote active imvofvement and 
participation in our political sys- 
tem. I am confident that your 
discussions and reflections can 
make a unique contribution.'* 
More than 200 Arab Amer- 
icans from 26 states gathered in 
the nation's capital March 13-15 
to attend the third annnaj AAI 
conference. 

Arab Americans have become 
increasingly savvy about ways to 
enter the political mainstream in 
toe United States. The ground 
work is being laid for higher 
visibility in the 1988 presidential 
and congressional campaigns. 
Strategies are being planned, vo- 
ters are registering, fends raising 


is taking place and addition al 
Arab American candidates are 
stepping forward. 

The 2-5-nrillion Arab Amer- 
icans have yet to stockpile suffi- 
cient political clout to be a force 
throughout the country, but their 
numtrers are sufficient in key 
areas such as Chicago, Detroit, 
Houston and San Francisco that 
effective organisation is likely to 
ensure their collective voice will 
be heard. Participation, at all 
levels, is the key to visibility. 

“A Strategy to Win” was the 
theme of this year’s leadership 
conference. While conference 
attendees sought to sharpen their 
political tools and strategies, they 
had an opportunity to bear from 
would-be presidential candidates 
who wished to solicit support and 
spark debate. 

Senate minority leader Robert 
Dole was toe first to address toe 
group. Although Dole has yet to 
publicly announce his candidacy, 
he clearly feels he has “a good 
opportunity” to secure tire Re- 
public^ nomination and. Jpoking 
toward the future, said, “I would ' 
hope- we would continue our 
efforts to deal with moderate 
Arab elements around the 
world.” 

Dole, who also spoke at AATs 
inaugural conference in March 
1985, said U.S. policy should be 
even-handed in toe Middle East 
and he suggested that "a dialogue 
with all the interested parties” is 


necessary. He stressed, however, 
that “toe leadership in the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion) is going to have to shape-up 
and, at least, recognise load’s 
right to exist” 

The president’s special assis- 
tant for defence and foreign poli- 
cy brought a message for the 
group. Unas Kojelis said, "You 
get influence, you get power by 
being part of toe (political) pro- 
cess.’’ He told than that be is 
"very optimistic" that the door is 
open to them in the Republican 
Party and at die White House. 

He also congratulated the Arab 
Americans for being “absolutely, 
one of the stars” in the ethni c 
movement in the U.S. Kojelis is 
in a position to know, as be deals 
with 80 diffei e ut ethnic groups at 
toe White House. 

Conference attendees honoured 
Mitchell Daniels, who is the 1987 
recipient of AATs public service 
and leadership award. Daniels 
serves at tire White House as 
assistant to toe president for poli- 
tical and intergovernmental 
affairs. He is the Mghest : ranking 
Arab- American to serve in the 
Reagan Administration, or any 
previous U.S. administration. He 
is of Syrian ancestry. 

George Salem, Department of 
Labour solicitor and the highest 
ranking Palestinian in the U.S. 
government, introduced Labour 
Secretary William Brock. Re- 
gardless of your political colora- 


tion, Brock said, “the important 
point is that you be involved." 
Brock alro said, “This commun- 
ity of yours is part of the heart- 
beat of this country.” 

The mayor of Yonkers, New 
York made an appearance at toe 
conference. Angelo Martinelli 
was there to deliver toe message 
that, “every ethnic group has a 
right to representation and a 
piece of the (American political) 
pie.’’ 

In Yonkers Arab Americans 
are “out there in front” and 
“recognised as a regular (politic* 
al) force,” according to the 
mayor. Martinelli pointed out 
that he appointed the first Arab 
American to toe Yonkers Board 
of Education. 

A variety of workshops were 
organised for conference partici- 
pants. They learned how to be- 
come delegates for national party 
conventions and how to conduct 
voter registration -drives. They 
also teamed how ‘to work in a 
national campaign and how to 
, activate t strategies for airing 
;■ Arab-Ainericah issues at state 
p party conventions and platform 
bearings. 

Administration officials re- 
viewed domestic and internation- 
al issues at the conference. 
Richard Murphy, assistant secret- 
ary of state for Near East and 
South Aria affairs, examined 
U.S. policy on the Middle East 
with respect to the peace process 


and Lebanon. The peace process 
requires that attitudes and 
p er c ep tions be changed, Murphy 
explained, noting that toe U.S. 
has seen psychological changes 
there which it feds can be built 
upon. Visits to the region have 
also revealed sentiments favour- 
ing negotiations, he said. Murphy 
stressed that toe U.S. seeks a 
comprehensive peace in the re- 
gion via direct negotiations. 

The U.S. urges an end to the 
fitting in Lebanon Murphy said. 
Tbe Reagan Administration con- 
tinues to support “the independ- 
ence and sovereignty of that 
country.” The authority of the 
central gover nm ent needs to be 
extended and all foreign forces 
removed, according to Murphy. 

Jesse Jackson, a potential 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date, also spoke to the group. He 
said. “We must never lose hope 
that the Palestinian people win 
become a sovereign state and a 
Palestinian citizen will have a 
passport from his own country.” 
Congressman David Bonfor 
addressed toe issue of toe Palesti- 
nians: “Wc have to make sure toe 
Palestinians have a homeland.” 

A telephone press conference 
was set up with journalists and 
politicians in Jordan and AAI 
conference participants in 
Washington March 16 under the 
auspices of toe U.S. Information 
Conference honouree 
Daniels, in discussing 


the American political system, 
said that “Arab Americans are 
becoming active in both parties in 
roughly equal measure.” It is 
important for ethnic gro ura like 
Arab Americans 'to plant a 
foothold very firmly m both 
camps." 

Currently, Daniels said neither 
major political party is addressing 
actively “the special concerns of 
Arab Americans.” He identified 
these concerns as fighting Arab- 
Amcrican discrimination and 
campaigning “for a more ba- 
lanced policy in the Middle 
East." 

AAI Executive Director James 
Zogby, another participant in toe 
interview, noted that Arab 
Am ericans have come a long way 
in U.S. politics. "The govern- 
ment, at the highest levels, is 
paying attention to our problems 
today.” 

Dr. Zogby said, “We have this 
year, more Arab Americans 
holding public office across the 
country, as a result of the *85, *86, 
and *87 elections than we ever 
.have had befote.”‘ At'thfc rinke 
-time, he said extremist groups 
will seek to halt pr o gr e ss which 
has been achieved. 

The political movement that 
Arab Americans are seeking to 
implement Is the U.S., he 
cautioned, is part of an “evolu- 
tionary process" but be stressed 
that there is no “quick-fix" — 
U.S. Information Agency. 


Ethnic tensions mar 
tranquility of province 


By Victor L. Simpson 

The Associated Press 

BOLZANO, Italy — Hanri and 
Paolo are Italians, both boro in 
Alpine Bolzano province but pro- 
ducts of two different cultures 
that are straggling to coexist 
Blue-eyed, blond-haired Han- 
ri, an 18-year-old carpenter from 
a mountain village, is doing his 
military service in the Italian 
army although he can barely 
speak the national language . T.flfg 
most people in the province, his 
family speaks German. 

Brown-eyed, olive-skinned 
Paolo, 23, is studying economics 
but worries about his future here 
because he can only speak a 
smattering of German. 

Italian4ipeakers, a minority in 
the province that was separated 
from Austria after World War I, 
are concerned about a rise in 
terrorist attacks blamed on Ger- 
man-speakers that are stirring 
long-snnmering ethnic t ensi ons. 

To Italians, toe region is alto 
adige; tbe German-speaking in- 
habitants call it South Tyrol. The 
Official name of the province is 
Bolzano. 

No one has been seriously hurt 
in the terror attacks. But cm new 
I year’s eve, a powerful bomb be- 
lieved planted by Tyrolian separ- 
atists exploded outside the hotel 
in Merano where Foreign Minis- 
ter Giulio Andreotti was staying. 

In February, police arrested 
two alleged German-speaking ex- 
tremists and seized seven explo- 
sive devices and a flag embla- 
zoned with toe slogan in German 
“60 years of (Italian) occupation 
are enough." A month later, 
police found 16 dynamite sticks 
and 50 detonators hidden outride 
Merano. 

The violence has raised 
memories of the terrorist cam- 
paign in the 1960s that led to an' 
agreement between Italy and Au- 
stria establishing the rights and 
privileges of toe various ethnic 
groups in toe province. 

There are three distinct groups 
in Bolzano: The 280,000 Ger- 
man-speakers, the 124,000 Ita-< 


lian-speakers and the 18,000 who 
speak a romance language called 
Ladin. 

Tbe agreement, phased in gra- 
dually, has made Bolzano offi- 
cially bilingual and produced a 
quota system that gives toe Ger- 
man-speaking majority an advan- 
tage in obtaining jobs and public 
•housing. 

An improvement in the status 
of German-speakers was consi- 
dered long-doe following the 
attempt by Benito Mussolini, the 
dictator who ruled Italy from 
1922 to World War H, to s uppr es s 
Tyrolian culture. He banned the 
speaking of German and lured 
tens of thousands from elsewhere 
in Italy to work in industry, the 
state railroads and other govern-’ 
ment jobs. 

In recent years, however, the 
Italian population has been 
shrinking, and Italian politicians 
have said German speakers have 
unfair advantages. 

Shortly after the bombing, 
Andreotti said the government in 
Rome would protect the interests 
of German-speakers but also 
must “affirm the life and the 
development of tbe Italian 
minority." 

The Sodtiroier \ Voikspaitei 
(The South Tyrol Peoples Party), 
which runs toe provincial govern- 
ment, has in torn asked Austria’s 
help in ensuring that Italy sticks 
to toe accords. 

Paolo AcutL, the economics 
student, believes toe current poli- 
cy will eventually drive out Ita- 
lian-speakers like himself who 
can’t pass toe German exams 
needed for some jobs. 

“My family should have made 
sure w£ learned German but now 
it’s too late,” he said. 

While Italian-speafcers axe de- 
pendent on their quota to get 
jobs, many state posts in the 
province reportedly are vacant 
because German-speakers ha- 
ven’t come forward to fill the 
remaining posts. The Italian rail- 
road, for instance, has had to 
import temporary help from 
other provinces. 


Saudi kidnap victim released after 66 days in captivity 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Bern refused to name Mr. 
Damanhuri’s kidnappers stres- 
sing that “X want to save the 
others, I want to work for 
others.” 

Asked if Mr. Nonnandin 
would be released, Mr. Beni 

said: “What I said today is good. 
I think there is a chance., bed it is 
quite ctxnplicated. It is not easy.” 

Mr. Beni said Mr. Nonnan- 
din’s case is “a question between 
states.” He did not elaborate. . 

Beirut’s authoritative daily 
paper An Nahar said “Syrian 
pressure" resulted in “preventing 


the Revolutionary Justice Orga- 
nisation from executing Nor- 

mamtin ” 

It said the move "... could 
reflect positively” on Syria's {dan 
to restore law and order in west 
Beirut. 

Revolutionary Justice, in its 
Tuesday’s statement, said it had 
postponed plans to kill Mr. Nor- 
mandin for one week and deman- 
ded clarifications from France on 
its policy mi terrorism and arms 
supplies to Iraq. 

Brig. Kanaan, who supervised 
toe Syrian deployment in west 
Beirut, expressed hope that all 
remaining hostages would be re- 
leased alive. 


on 


‘'After receiving info rmation 
Damanbnri and his place, (of 
captivity), Amal undertook to 
release him alive,” he said. 

Syrian troops have not' 
moved into Beirut’s Shi’ite south- 
ern suburbs where kidnappers are 
believed to have hideouts. 

Mr. Bern dismissed questions 
about why the hostages had not 
been located. “Tell me which 
street in tile southern suburbs, 
which building they axe held in, 
so I can know and work on it.” 
Mr. Bern said he was still 
working on a plan to exchange an 
Israeli airman cajttnred by Amal 
for 400 Arab prisoners held in 
Israel as a means to secure the 


release of four foreign academic 
kidnapped in Beirut on Jan. 24 
He said his inquiries had pre 
duced no word on John McCai 
thy, a British televirion journals 
abducted last April. 

"I work on that, I didn’t aniv 
to any solution,” Mr. Beni said 
He said Mr. Hariri, 
Lebanese-born Saudi millionaire 
had asked him in Damascus 6 
help secure Mr. Damanhuri’s re 
lease. 

“We thank (Syrian) Presides 
Hafez Al Assad for working oi 
Damanhuri’s release as well a 
Nabih Beni and his Amal move 
ment,” Mr. Hariri told the new 
conference. 



Say it with flowers 

Flower Farmers 
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Mystery still surrounds disastrous ferry voyage 


Randa Habib's 


By Robert Boras 

The Associated Press. 

ZEEBRUGGE, Belgium — 
More than a week after the sink- 
ing of the Herald Free Enterprise 
ferry, mystery st31 surrounds the 
critical 20 minutes that led to one 
of- Europe’s worst peacetime sea 




At 7:08 p.m. ou a cold, dear 
Match 6 , the jumbo ferry pulled 
out of berth No. 12. 

. At 7:28 pjiL, with fitlie warn- 
ing, it flopped onto its port side 
and sank with Runn i n g speed ■ — 
in less than one minute by some 
accounts. 

One hundred thirty-four peo- 
ple are believed to have died in 
the disaster, although most of the 
bodies have yet to be recovered 
from the ship. 

Investigators were able to 
quickly establish that foe ship 
took on massive amounts of sea- 
water through its bow loading 
doors. But they have yet to folly 
answer a series of other, equally 
important questions. 

Why were the bow doors open? 
What happened to allow seawater 
to enter the doorway, which nor- 
mally dears the water tine by at 
least 2.4 metres? 

Why is the capsized vessel fac- 
ing back toward foe harbour in- 
stead of toward foe open sea? 

Accounts by survivors have 
shed little light on the exact cause 
of the accident, and the official 
Belgian and British mvestigatmg 
teams have said they win not 
comment publicly until their stu- 
dies are completed. 

After a grueling series of recov- 
ery efforts, 55 bodies have been 
found. Official estimates of foe 
number of bodies entombed in 
the half-submerged ship vary, but 
Townsend Thoresen, the ferry's 


operator, says ft believes 79 corp- 
ses will be fond when tire wreck- 
age ft recovered. 

The ship hes in nine metres of 
water, the port ride resting in the 
sandy bottom. 

“In a real sense, it ft a grave,” 
says Fbter Ford, the feny com- 
pands chairman. Many of those 
in it, he says, may never be 
identified. 

Four-hundred and nine people, 
including the ship’s captain, 46- 
y ear-old David Lewiy, survived. 
Most bad been in the cafeteria 
and other upper sections of tire 
triple-deck feny. Some suffered 
only minor injuries. Many, 
however, were lacerated or 
smashed by waves of glass, steel 
and human forms that swept foe 
decks as -foe ship heeled over. 

Survivors have said the 7,951- 
tonne Herald of Free Enterprise 
began to list to the port side 
almost immediately after it left 
the harbour entrance and entered 
foe North Sea. The entire ship 
would have become submerged rf 
not for the fact that it sank in 
relatively shallow waters. 

Some managed to save them- 
selves and others by scrambling 
above the water line, breaking 
through plate-glass windows ana 
hoisting themselves out of the 
stricken hulL There were reports 
af-people farming human chains 
to pass one another up into the 
open air of freedom. - 

One man was seen carrying a 
young girl to safety by grasping 
her shir t in Ins teeth. 

Rescuers who arrived on the 
scene minutes after the accident 
are credited with saving many 
lives. 

Townsend Thoresen and the 
Belgian and British authorities 
have heaped praise on the 
emergency crews and volunteers 



A barge bearing a salvage crane was positioned 
eariy fob week beside foe Herald of Free Enterprise 
Jn foe harbour of Zecb r ng g t, Belgium . Operations 


to refloat the ship and seek to recover np to 81 
bodies were to begin this week. 


. who responded to the crisis. But 
none yet has been able to explain 
exactly how it happened. 

Townsend Thoresen has ack- 
nowledged that the ferry’s vehicle 
hold was flooded by seawater that 
entered through foe bow’s steel 
loading doors. But there has been 
no official explanation of what let 
the seawater in. 

Some eyewitnesses have said 
foe bow doors were not dosed 
when the ferry left the harbour. 
That doesn’t explain, though, 
what caused the bow opening to 
dip low enough to reach the water 


line. The seas were calm that 
evening. 

One theory is that there was 
too much ballast in the bow, and 
that once the feny had turned 
around inside the harbour and 
was moving forward at a slight 
angle to foe port tide, water 
washed in through the bow doors. 
The weight of the water would 
make the ship list even more, 
allowing more water to enter and 
prevent foe ship from righting 
itself. 

Another possibility mentioned 
by some maritime experts is that 


some portion of the ship, perhaps 
the propellers or a part of the 
keel, struck an underwater object 
as foe ferry was leaving the har- 
bour entrance. That could have 
forced the ship to dip enough to 
allow water into the bow doors. 

Townsend Thoresen and foe 
salvage company it hired, Smit 
Tak International of Rotterdam, 
The Netherlands, both say there 
is no evidence that any section of 
the feny — including the prop- 
ellers — had been damaged. 

Still another theory is that the 
ferry, for some unexplained 


reason, made a sadden swerve to 
the right as it was passing the 
port’s outer seawall. Hus might 
have caused the ship to lean 
radically to port side — much like 
the effect on a car turning sharply 
at high speed. 

The exact cause of the disaster 
may not be known for several 
weeks or months. In the mean- 
time, Smit Tak is working day 
and night to complete the 
monumental task of uprighting 
foe Herald of Free Enterprise. 

. Hans Walenkamp, who is lead- 
ing the Smit Tak salvaging work, 
said Friday he expects to have the 
ferry back on its keel by the end 
of March. 

Using an estimated 4,000 ton- 
nes of pulling force, two Smit Tak 
crane barges — both' anchored to 
the seabed by 60-foot steel gir- 
ders — win yank the ferry up by 
metal cables welded to strong 
points on its main deck. 

Once the feny is uprighted, the 
water inside it wffl be pumped out 
and the vessel will be towed back 
into Zeebrugge harbour. Then 
will come the gruesome task of 
removing and trying to identify 
the remaining bodies. 

For all the shock felt by foe 
smiting of foe Herald of Free 
Enterprise, passengers continue 
to ride Townsend Thoresen fer- 
ries from Zeebrugge. 

Six days after the disaster, De- 
rek Hunter, a British army pri- 
vate based in West Germany, 
strode into the Townsend 
Thoresen ticket office at Zeeb- 
rugge harbour and booked a one- 
way passage to Dover. 

Did he have any fear of retrac- 
ing the path of the Herald of Free 
Enterprise? 

“No, not at all. I have to get 
home," he said with a smile. “I’m 
going to get married.*’ 


Giant 

atom-smasher 
could unlock 
secrets of 
universe 


Prolonged use of hashish ‘a serious threat to health’ 


By David Brough - 

- Reuter • 

^ASHINGTO^-^Aproposrid 
■$4.4-biIlion ring of magnets, 83:7 
kilometres around and capable of 
smashing tens of thousands of 
atoms a second, may help illu- 
minate the origins of foe uni- 
verse, scientists say. 

Proponents of the planned 
new super-powerful atom 
smasher concede its day-to-day 
applications are undear, but they 
say practical benefits always flow 
from such devices and foe adv- 
ance In scientific knowledge 
would be immense. 

The underground smasher — 
formally, a “superconducting su- 
per collider (SSC),” or “particle 
■accelerator” — has been 
approved by President Reagan as 
a long-term U.S. department of 
energy project with a target com- 
pletion date of 19%. 

However, Congress must each 
year approve the proposed de- 
velopment budgets expected to 
total $4.4 billion. 

“The accelerator could give a 
deep insight into the fundamental 
structure of matter and energy,” 
said Jack Sand weiss , a Yale 
University physics professor who 
heads an energy department 
advisory paneL 

Energy Secretary John Her- 
rington described foe project in 
rapturous terms at a news confer- 
ence, saying, “in high-energy 
physics, the development of foe 
super collider ft the equivalent of 
putting a man on foe moon.” 

The device will consist of two 
rings of giant magnets laid out in 
a 8. 37-kilometre, racetrack- 
shaped tunnel 10 feet in dia- 
meter. 

Particles of matter called pro- 
tons, .considered a fundamental 
part of the nucleus of all atoms, 
win race around the rings at 
velocities nearing tire speed of 
light — 186,000 miles (299,274 
kilometres) a second — and col- 
lide with an energy of 40 trillion 
electron vote. 

That is 20 times the energy 
created by any existing high-ener- 
gy accelerator, scientists say. 

The expectation ‘ is that the 
resultant explosion will emulate 
on a tiny scale the “big bang” that 
many physicists believe created 
foe universe, and mimic its results 
by breaking the protons into pre- 
viously unknown bits of matter. 

“I think one of the greatest 
intellectual adventures of our 
time is foe fact that we can sort of 
conceive of foe idea that foe 
universe had perhaps a begin- 
ning,” Alvin Tnvelpiece, director 
of the energy department's Office 
of Energy Research, said at a 
news conference on the project. 

“What are we made of ? What 
are the most fundamental build- 
ing blocks? That’s one of foe 
most interesting intellectual chal- 
lenges of our fame. And the SSC 


is the kind of tool that makes that 
possible.” ‘ 

-" Besides expanding knowledge 
about foe nature of matter and 
’die origins of the universe, prop- 
onents say, the big smasher might 
• also shed light on the hypothetic- 
al end of tiie universe. 

Scientists believe sub-atomic 
particles as yet undiscovered 
make op ranch of the mass of the 
universe and theorise that, if they 
- could learn the nature of this 
mass, they could calculate 
whether the universe will expand 
forever or one day contract. 

Both Switzerland and the 
Soviet Union are budding similar 
super colliders, scheduled for op- 
eration in foe mid-1990s, but sci- 
entists say neither wQl be as 
powerful as the U.S. modeL 
The multi-bilBon-doUar price 
tag, however, has caused concern 
among U.S. government officials 
and politicians and made -foe de- 
bate over practical benefits an 
important one. 

Herrington insists the expense 
is justified because, judging from 
prior research in high-energy 
physics, the smasher “will have 
spinoffs, discoveries and innova- 
tions that will profoundly touch 
every American.” 

While SSC advocates concede 
they cannot predict precisely 
what tangible advances might re- 
sult, they say such past projects 
have led to developments in nuc- 
lear power, medicine, advanced 
electronics, computer chips and 
food processing. 

“If tins doesn’t (lead to similar 
breakthroughs). . . it wfll be the 
first time in foe history of band- 
ing any of these accelerators or 
telescopes or whatever,” 
Trivelpiece said. 

“Probably something like a 
third of our gross national pro- 
duct owes its existence to onr 
knowledge of foe . atom and its 
sub-atomic parts, the electron, 
proton and neutron. 

‘‘There isn’t a thing around you 
that isn’t based on that particular 
knowledge base — nuclear pow- 
er, nuclear medicine, the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(Reagan’s Star Wars missile de- 
fence plan) that the United States 
is currently developing. 

“All of those things owe their 
existence to knowledge* gained 
over foe past 20, 30, 40 years.” 
Bnt Trivelpiece rejected sug- 


By Dieter Schwab 

MUNICH — Many still people 
think that hashish, the hippy 
drug, is harmless. They are 
wrong. Regular use over years 
can seriously damage the health. 

A report shows that prolonged 
.use can cause feelings of isola- 
tion, chronic feelings of indiffer- 
ence and other psychological 
problems. 

Hashish comes from the resin 
of the female plant Cannabissati- 
va var. indica. its leaves contain 
foe narcotic marijuana. 

There is notenough awareness 
:of its, toxicity, uot-are, there social, 
rules, which restrain unbridled 
consumption as in foe case of 
alcohol. 

This has intensified foe prob- 
lem as recent studies of foe prob- 
lem at foe University Clinic of 
Erlan gCD-Nuremberg confirms. 

They researched foe effects of 
53 heavy smokers of the drag. 
Most of them have smoked at 


least a gramme a day for at least 
two years. A fifth of them have 
been at its more than 12 years. 

Krista Stosberg and Harold J. 
Losch concluded that foe drug 
can cause serious damage. 

More than 80 per cent of those 
studied came from problem fami- 
lies. The father or mother was 
often managing alone. The family 
often had a drug dependent user 
or a member on the brink of 
suicide. A fifth of the participants 
bad tried to kill themselves. 

Such family circumstances and 
resulting developmental prob- 
lems are one cause of drug abuse. 

Contact .with, foe drug started 
:in most cases between 13 and 17. 
'They experienced a host of 
pleasant feelings ranging from 
happiness to relaxation and 
peacefulness. 

But when interviewed they 
admitted to the drug's negative 
effects. Three quarters of them 
.spoke of occasional circulatory 
problems and vomiting. 


Other effects were changes in 
perception of time and body 
accompanied by the distorting of 
space and colour. 

Problems often followed after 
foe high had worn off. The user 
becomes listless and tired and 
finds himself wanting to take foe 
drug again. 

Eberhard Lungershausen, the 
clinic director, looks upon such 
symptoms as signs of addiction. 
And Krista Stosberg thinks that 
“consumption of hashish cannot 
be part of everyday life because it 
destroys social order.” 

One can see this in the- educa- 
tional opportunities of smokers. 
Despite their being of normal or 
above average intelligence none 
had a university degree. A few 
managed to get a secondary leav- 
ing certificate. 

Admittedly all were employed 
but not in jobs corresponding to 
their abilities. Most knew the 
drug was detrimental to motiva- 


tion. 

Three quarters of them felt that 
it damaged performance at work. 
More than half suffered regularly 
from motivation and perform- 
ance problems. 

These tendencies were intensi- 
fied in a sub-culture which took 
foe use of the drug for granted. 

About 90 per cent of users said 
that some of their friends and 
wives used foe drug. 

Stosberg calls this a social vor- 
tex. “The effect of the drug, she 
said, “could best be seen in foe 
area of socialisation.” 

, .Even in leisure time foe drug 
seemed to be foe only interest. 

Nearly a half the participants 
had had an accident at some time. 
Recent consumption of hashish 
was not foe only explanation. 
After years of use the drug take 
years to be broken down by the 
body and therefore exercises a 
continuous influence — Sud- 
deutsebe Zeitung. 


Insults, bullets fly across Cypriot ‘dead zone’ 


By Katherine McElroy 

Reuter 

NICOSIA — United Nations sol- 
diers keep foe peace along milit- 
ary lines dividing Nicosia to the 
sound of Greek Cypriots and 
Turkish Cypriots hurting insults 
at each other. 

But sometimes events get out 
of hand and bullets replace the 
insults. 

During the last three years two 
Gtatek Cypriot soldiers have been 
shot dead across foe buffer zone, 
which shrinks from seven 
kilometres at its widest to three 
metres at its narrowest in foe 
centre of Nicosia. 


UNFICYP (U.N. Peace-Keep- 
ing Force in Cyprus) observation 
posts dot thje entire 230- 
Itilometre length of the zone, 
called the “dead zone” by Greek 
Cypriots, that runs from one end 
of the island to foe other. 

It is bordered by the Turkish 
ceasefire line to foe north, and 
foe Greek Cypriot one to foe 
south, drawn up in 1974 after 
Turkey invaded the island and 
occupied foe northern third. 

For UNFICYP, maintaining 
foe status-quo in the buffer zone 
area can mean painting a white 
line on a wall to see if rows of 
bricks are being added to im- 
prove defences. 


In a recent incident UNFICYP 
caused flags raised in foe zone to 
be removed because they violated 
foe status-quo. 

“Last year we had a war of 
lights in the buffer zone,” said 
UJM. military spokesman Alex 
TwickeL 

“It started when one side put 
up a light that foe other side 
claimed was ill uminatin g its posi- 
tions. It retaliated, putting up a 
light of its own. Soon a whole 
stretch of line was lit up. 

“We were worried that the 
tit-for-tat escalation of lights 
could develop into stone throw- 
ing, or that someone would take a 


pot shot at the lights,” Twickel 
said. 

“But UNFICYP managed to 
convince both sides to bring the 
lights down before foe situation 
got worse.” 

Fusilier Frederick Merson of 
foe British contingent with UN- 
FICYP, speaking at his post on 
the edge of Nicosia, said tension 
is high between the Greek Cyp- 
riots and the Turkish army. 

“At night you hear lots of 
jeering between troops in the 
Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
guardposts,” he said. Turkish 
Cypriots also guard some parts of 
foe line. 


designed with nriKtary purposes 
in mind. 

“The military application of 
this I don’t believe exists,” he 


One non-sdentific benefit of 
foe project is already dear ami 
stirring intense interest, however 
— a lucrative economic spin-off 
tor foe locale chosen as the site 
of this immense federal construc- 
tion project, expected to employ 
nearly 5,000 workers in foe braid- 
ing stage 


Straight and level 

IT was only recently foal I came to realise that, after afo we have 
nude a big fas about nothing. We have apparently misunderstood 
the government’s newly -imposed fees and taxes. 

For example, foe JD 150 fee for obtaining a work permit for a 
foreign domestic helper means an extra JD 14 a month, which Is 
equivalent to the cost of one visit to foe hairdresser and one present 
to a relative or friend. 

Imagine, if yon wish, bow easy it is going to be for yon to 
recognise those ladles and gentlemen who have a domestic helper at 
borne and insist on keeping her despite the new fees that they may 
not be able to afford and on the other hand ft is also easy to 
recognise those who can. 

A person with long, messy hair should be immediately identified 
as falling in the first category as does foe woman who docs not boy 
a present for her friend, ter sick relative or ter good neighbour. 

As for those who would never even think of having expensive 
haft cuts or buying presents — such as the low-paid secretary, the 
trader-paid school teacher, the nurse and many more — and who 
have a helper at home would have to give op their jobs and stay at 
home to care for their children. 

This would also be a lesson for them not to act like rich people 
when they are not, and not to indulge in luxury when they could 
not afford it. It is true that people are equal in principle, bat. In 
rcjUly, we should not let ft slip oar minds that there are people who 
are more equal than others. 

As for those women who work because they want to pursue a 
career and because they have hopes to contribute to the country's 
development, let them come up with the JD 150, or forever stop 
having dreams they can’t afford. 

Yen see, there was no need for ns to make such a big fuss. 
Remember the story of Christopher Colombus? Not the one about 
discovering America, but his discovery of a way to make an egg 
“stand” on an even surface. It only takes some imagination. 

Star Wars 
shadow falls 
over space 
station 

Some western nations are uneasy about the joint-venture manned 
space station planned with the U.S. for launch in the 1990s. Peter 
Marsh says that they worry that the orbiting centre could be used for 
Star Wars purposes. 


LONDON — The highly con- 
troversial U.S. Star Wars prog- 
ramme is casting its shadow oyer 
the plans of foe main industrial- 
ised nations to build a $12 billion 
manned space station in foe 1990s 
for use by international teams of 
scientists. 

The U.S. is discussing the sta- 
tion — intended primarily for 
civilian use — with Western 
Europe, Japan and Canada. 
Negotiations are at a critical 
phase, with legal agreements be- 
tween the countries scheduled for 
foe summer, in time for develop- 
ment work to start later in the 
year. 

In recent weeks, however, the 
other nations have realised that 
foe orbiting base, which is in- 
tended to accommodate eight 
people and to be in place by 1994, 
could become a vehicle for ex- 
periments conducted under the 
$26 billion Star Wars programme, 
more formally called foe Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI). 

The space-based experiments 
could include research into laser 
weapons and satellite-based sen- 
sors, which could form part of an 
operational shield to defend foe 
West from Soviet nuclear mis- 
siles. 

The subject of Star Wars is 
likely to surface at a meeting in 
Paris at which officials from foe 
13-nation European Space Agen- 
cy will press U.S. negotiators for 
more details about possible milit- 
ary plans for foe base. 

So far, the U.S., which a little 
over three years ago invited foe 
other countries to participate in 
foe station project on the basis of 
a partnership, has refused to give 
assurances about the Star Wars 
issue. It says, however, that the 
base will not be used for de- 


ploying weapons. Of the esti- 
mated S12 billion the station will 
cost, the U.S. is due to contribute 
$8 billion. 

The U.S. position, outlined to 
the other nations at a meeting in 
Washington is that it reserves the 
right to use the U.S. part of the 
orbiting base for unspecified 
military activities related to re- 
search. Officials say that no speci- 
fic military activities are planned 
for foe station. On the other 
hand, they have not ruled out use 
of foe base for experi meats. 

A comprehensive U.S. policy 
over the station has been ham- 
mered out in recent weeks by an 
interdepartmental review group, 
including foe Defence Depart- 
ment, foe Anns Control and Dis- 
armament Agency and the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. 

These bodies have become in- 
volved in foe details of space 
station planning only since last 
autumn. Hitherto, international 
discussions about foe base had 
been led by the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration 
and foe State Department. 

Given foe doubts which exist 
about Star Wars among many of 
foe governments talking to the 
U.S. about the space station, the 
other countries are reluctant to 
accept the U.S. stance over milit- 
ary activities on the base. 

An official from foe British 
National Space Centre said he 
found parts of the U.S. proposals 
"disturbing." 

Mr. Jan Sriemstedt, director- 
general of the Swedish Board for 
Space Activities, said he could 
not accept use of foe station for 
any secret military activities. 
These could include experiments 
related to Star Wars. 

— Financial Times feature. 
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FIFA to review ban 
after N. Korean no-show 


ZURICH (R) — International 
soccer authorities will review a 
derision to exdude North Korea 
from the 1988 Olympic competi- 
tion, a spokesman for the interna- 
tional football federation (FIFA) 
said. 

North Korea was automatically 
disqualified after its national 
team failed to appear at an Asian 
region qualifying match in Kuala 
Lumpur Monday but Pyongyang 
has protested that it should be 
exempt from qualifying since it is 
cohosting the Olympic Games. 

“Our subcommittee for 
emergency matters will be re- 
viewing the whole affair." FIFA 
spokesman Guido Tognoni told 
Reuters. 

Officials of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) have 
been working for months to reach 
a compromise on North Korea's 


de man d that it jointly host the 
Games. 

Tognoni said that rules of the 
Olympic soccer tournament made 
FIFA the federation responsible 
for taking a decision on the mat- 
ter. Under normal IOC proce- 
dures, failing to appear at a qual- 
ifying competition brings disqual- 
ification. 

IOC spokeswoman Michele 
Verdier concurred that FIFA was 
empowered to rule on the issue. 
‘This is a technical matter within 
FIFA's jurisdiction," she said. 

Preliminary ties have already 
started for IS available berths. 
The South Korean side, as official 
host, have been given the 16th 
place. 

The North Korean team had 
been scheduled to play Thailand 
in Kuala Lumpur. 


Arsenal’s title Brazil’s Socrates retires from soccer 
hopes suffer 1 
another blow 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal’s En- 
glish First Division title hopes 
suffered another blow when it 
was held to a goalless draw at 
home to Nottingham Forest. 

The fans seemed to be getting 
the message, only 18,352 turning 
out after Arsenal’s exit from the 
Football Association (FA) Cup 
on Saturday at the hands of Wat- 
ford and the league defeat by 
champion Liverpool a week ago. 

Arsenal, although with a game 
in hand, now trails Liverpool by 
nine points and any honours this 
season look to Lie in the League 
Cup final where it meets — Liver- 
pool. 

With central defender Dave 
O'Leary joining its casualty list. 
Arsenal should have been a goal 
down after two minutes. 


300 camels race to start Saudi festival 


JANADRTYYAH, Saudi Arabia 
(R) — Three hundred camels 
raced at breakneck speed in a 
cloud of dust Wednesday, watch- 
ed by sheikhs and princes from 
across the Arabian peninsula. 

It signalled the start of a two- 
week cultural festival and one of 
the biggest earner raring events in 
the Arab World. 

More than 1,000 camels were 
expected to compete in races on 
the first two days. Spectators 
talked of prizes such as gold 
daggers, cars and cash. 

The camels careered around a 
sand track at Janadriyyah, a re- 
constructed model Saudi village 
-40 kilometres (25 miles) north of 
the capital, Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz headed 
the dignitaries at the' official 
opening. Foreign diplomats 


mingled with Arab royalty to 
witness the spectacle. 

Outside the track, hundreds of 
Saudis watched the actiou 
through binoculars from the tops 
of their cars. 

The opening race Wednesday 
morning was reserved for 
Sudanese male camels. Arabian 
females were competing in the 
afternoon. 

Shabib, from the Wadi Dawa- 
sir oasis southeast of Riyadh, 
arrived nine days ago with his 
camels, camping out near the 
racetrack. He failed to finish in 
the first 100. 

“I come every year. This time I 
was not lucky," he said. 

Two Saudi princes split the top 
four spots in the morning race — 
Saud Ibn Mohammad Ibn Abdul 
Aziz, a nephew of King Fahd, 



(Butterfly pre School 


INVITES YOU TO ITS ANNUAL BAZAAR 
AND “CANDY HOUSE” 

MUPPET SHOW AT THE PRESCHOOL 
ON FRIDAY THE 20TH OF MARCH 1987 
AT 10:00 A.M. TILL 7:00 P.M. 

HANDICRAFTS. CUSHIONS. TOYS, CHILDREN'S BOOKS, STA- 
TIONARY, ACCESSORIES, PLANTS. COMPUTERS, SWEETS, 
CONFECTIONERY. CAKES, SANDWICHES. JUICE. COFFEE, 
TEA 

(Sewing Crafts/Osh El-Bulbul). (Tbys/Mantech for Computer aod: 
Educational A'ds). (Shoes/the GoldenrStep/Salamander). (Com- 
puter/Jordan Computer Center/Sakhr). Gifts and Pleasant Sur- 
prises. 

Butterfly Preschool/Jabal Amman/ 4th Circle/ 
Third turn to the right towards 5th Circle after the 
Kuwaiti Embassy 


Under the Patronage of HRH Princess Basma 

1987 Spring Festival ^ ^ 

Organized by a ' 

The Jordanian Saw Hie Cti I Idren Fund (! 1J 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
on Friday 3 April 1987 Irom 
'""Sk. 10ajn.to8p.m. 


Attractive Varieties: Bazaar. Games, Egg Hunt, Bingo, Fancy Dress, 
Food/Varieties, Prizes, Lottery, Puppet Stow, Music. 

Tickets obtainable at Shmeisani: Istikla! Library - New York New York - 
Jordan Supermarket, Yassin Saloon/The Marriott Hotel. 

Jabel Amman: Divan Patisserie - Pizza Hut - Sweet Supermarket - The 
British Council. 

Jabel Luweibdeh: University Bookshop. Khalaf Stores. 

Ticket Price: For Adults (One Dinar) 

For Children (Half Dinar) 


took first and fourth with his 
camels. Mohammad Ibn Sand A1 
Kabeer, a cousin of the king, 
gained second and third. 

The winning jockey was 
Mohammad Obeid, a 14-year-old 
boy from Kassala in eastern 
Sudan. He and many other jock- 
eys were brought to the kingdom 
especially for the festival. 

Officials see the event as part 
of efforts to preserve traditional 
life, threatened by the rapid de- 
velopment of the past 15 years 
fuelled by oil revenues. 

Wizards cast 
spells to help 
Napoli’s chances 

AVELLINO, Italy (R) — A 
group of Italian wizards began a 
series of mystical rites in support 
of the tide hopes of First Division 
leader Napoli and its Argentine 
captain Diego Maradona. 

A statement issued by the Ita- 
lian Wizards' Association said 
they had started seven days of 
magical spells “in order to wipe 
out any obstacles to Napoli's win- 
ning the league title.” 

The Wizards, who sprinkled 
incense in front of giant posters of 
Maradona in the hills near this 
southern town, said tome of 
Napoli's opponents had obtained 
the services of a Penman magi- 
cian in an attempt to strip Rfara- 
• donaVteam winning the chain-’ 
piodtoip for- the first time. : 

Eyewitnesses said several spec- 
tators at the ceremony threw 
stones and . rotten fruit at the 
Wizards. 

Napoli have a five-point lead 
with two months of the season. 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AF) 
— Socrates, the lanky midfielder 
who was considered one of Bra- 
zil's most skilled soccer players in 
the past decade, announced that 
he was retiring from the sport 

Socrates, 33, said it was unfair 
for him to keep drawing bis salary 
from Rio's Flamengo dob, where 
he was a reserve and recovering 
from a series of injuries. "The 
important thing is to be at peace 
with my conscience. I could not 
continue receiving a high but 
underserving salary,” Socrates 
told reporters. 

Socrates earned an estimated 
$4,500 a month, plus an undis- 
closed amount in bonuses and 
prize money. 

The surprise announcement on 
his retirement upset many of his 
fans and colleagues. 

"Socrates could still play for a 
long time. He is a rare talent. 
Flamengo will miss him, Brazilian 
soccer will miss him and, most of 
all, those who admire dear, ele- 
gant soccer will miss him," said 
midfielder Falcao, a former team- 
mate of Socrates on Brazil’s 1982 
World Cup team. 

Socrates Brasileiro Sampaio de 
Souza Vieira de Oliveira began 
his career in 1974, playing for the 
modest Botafogo dub in the rural 
dty of Ribeiro Prcto with his 
brothers Sostencs, Sofodes and 
Raimundo 

Socrates quickly gained nation- 



Socrates 

al attention with his elegant style 
of play and his trademark, a 
behind-the-back pass with his 
heel that caught many defenders 
flat-footed. 

"Intelligent, creative, capable 
of treating the ball with surgical 
efficiency and precision, Socrates 
was never one of that small group 
of stars from whom soccer is the 
greatest emotion ...,” soccer 
commentator Claudio Mello E 
Souza wrote Tuesday in his daily 
column for the Rio newspaper 
O Globo. 

Ta 1978, Socrates was transfer- 
zed to Corinthians of Sao Paulo, 
one of the country’s most popular 
dubs, although he said he dis- 
agreed with tiie "authoritarian” 
way the dub was run. 


The following year he was 
named to the national soccer 
team which was described by 
many experts as the best Brazi- 
lian squad since the 1970 world 
champion team led by Pele. In 
the 1982 World Cup in Spain, 
Brazil was eliminated in the quar- 
ter-finals but was hailed by fans 
apd critics for its brilliant, crea- 
tive play. 

Back in Brazil, Socrates found- 
ed the so-called "Corinthians 
democracy" movement, a revolu- 
tionary concept that gave players 
a voice in running the team. On 
the field, be led Co rinthians to its 
first state title in 22 years. 

In 1984, Socrates signed a mul- 
ti-million dollar contract with 
Fiorentina of Florence, Italy. But 
he never fully adapted to Italian 
soccer and was criticised for the 
team's mediocre play. 

After 11 months, he returned 
to Brazil and signed with 
Flamengo, where fans envisioned 
a “dynamic duo” of Socrates and 
Zko in the midfield. But it was 
not to be. Both players were 
injured and spent months in re- 
cuperation. They played together 
again briefly on Brazil’s 1986 
World Cup team in Mexico. 

Seen as the last hurrah for a 
generation of stars. 

Returning to Brazil, Socrates 
underwent back surgery and 
managed toplay only a handful of 
games for Flamengo. 


American NBA roundup 


Atlanta Hawks rolls over Washington 


ATLANTA (AP) — The Atlanta 
Hawks rolled over the Washing- 
ton Bullets 118-98 to climb within 
one-half game of the Detroit Pis- 
tons in the National Basketball 
Association’s Central Division. 

Dallas clinched a playoff berth 
for the fourth year in a row with a 
114-96 victory Tuesday night over 
the Chicago Bulls. 

Elsewhere, it was Milwaukee 
123, Boston 115, Utah 118, Gol- 
den State 103; Portland 134, Los 
Angeles Clippers 123; Denver 
133, New York 111; Cleveland 
110, New Jersey 91; and San 
Antonio 108, Sacramento 106. 

In Dallas, Mark Aguirre scored 
31 points and Sam Perkins added 
27 while the Bulls, who suffered 
their sixth consecutive loss, were 
led by Charles Oakley with 23. 

Chicago’s Michael Jordan was 
held to 21 points, well below his 
league-leading average of 36.9, 
and only the third time this sea- 
son he* wasn't the Bulls' high 
scorer^ 

In’sMilwaukee, John Lucas 
scored 26 points and Jack Sikma 
had eight key points in the fourth 
quarter as Milwaukee beat Bos- 
ton for the third time in five 
meetings. 

Kevin McHale led the Celtics 


with 31 and Larry Bird added 24. 

In Salt Lake Cify, Darrell Grif- 
fith scored 26 points and Rickey 
Green added 22 and 13 assists as 
Utah remained six games behind 
first-place Dallas in the Midwest 
Division. Griffith scored 22 points 
in the second half when the Jazz 
pulled away. 

Karl Malone, Utah's leading 
scorer, was held to six points in 
the first half but added 11 in the 
second half. Chris Mullin ted 
Golden State with 24 points. 

In Los Angeles, Kiki Van- 
deweghe scored 30 points and 
three teammates added 21 as 
Portland equalled last year's total 1 
of 40 victories. 

The Trail Blazers got 21 points 
from guards Clyde Drexler and 
Terry Porter and reserve forward 
Jerome Kersey en route to their 
sixth straight triumph over the 
host Clippers. 

Los Angeles, 11-52, suffered its . 
eighth loss in nine games despite j 
a career-high 33 points off the ) 
bench by Lancaster Gordon. ■; I 

In New York, Bill Hanzlik 
scored 19 of his 22 points and 
Alex English 18 of his 26 as 
Denver outscored New York 70- 
51 in the middle two quarters and 


woquar 

won for only the sixth time in 32 


road games. 

Trent Tucker scored a career- 
high 31 points for the Knicks but 
Patrick Ewing was held to 11 
points, half his average, leading 
several disgruntled fans to toss a 
life-size poster of the 7-foot cen- 
tre onto the court in the second 
half. The Knirics had billed the 
game as Patrick Ewing poster 
night in hononr of St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

In New Jersey, Rookie Geve- 
land guard Ron Harper scored 32 
points, including 14 as the Cava- 
liers took control in the third 
quarter and snapped a six-game 
road losing streak with only their 
second triumph in their last 23 
road games. Buck Williams had; 
20 points for New Jersey, winch 
played without -centre Mike 
G mrnski- 

In Sacramento, -reserve guard 
Johnny Moore made two free 
. throws w^tb wo seconds .left -as 
T&an Antonia raJftod ]£- 

point deficit in the final- r9-. ua- 
npotes. Alvin .Robertson scored 30 
points and Walter Berry 28 as the 
Spurs snapped a seven-game road 
losing streak. 

The Kings led 94-78 with 921 
remaining. But Beny scored 12 
- points in the next nine minutes. 


FOR RENT 

Cozy apartment consisting of: 2 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms; 
spacious L-shaped sitting/dining area; kitchen; balcony; small 
back garden/orchard. Centrally heated. 

Location: Nice quiet residential area off 3rd Circle, 200 metres 
from Goethe Institute, overlooking Holiday Inn. 

Pis call: 623335 or 641776, Amman 



SPECIAL OFFER FOR MOTHERS DAY 

AT THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR 

Very rare and unique handcrafted bedouin and oriental 
mgs, carpets, copper, brass jewellery, embroidery and all 
kinds of gifts and souvenirs. 

SPECIAL PRICES WILL BE 
OFFERED 

Located between 7th and 8th Circles 
Near the American School 
Next to Chill House Restaurant 
Tel: 811627 

Open daily— from 1000 to 2200 hr*. 


THE Daily Crossword « 




Mmwma aaaa Hoa 


G Cartoonist At 
10 Vessel 

14 Lariat 

15 Emanation 

16 Soft to — 

17 Small trunk 


21 Pat* 

23 Literary 
ninaimmi 

26 After word* 

27 tnftodMe 

28 Actor Pater 

30 — go (He* 
■oma traffic) 

31 Tempt* 

33 S te w M i en 
for short 

34 Wearing sabot* 

35 Frighten 
37 Zest 

41 SMBong’s 
tend 

43 SpMbeiy of 
tarn 

45 Dectarowr* 

47 Fragrance 

48 Pan ton 

49 Put a Ad on 

51 Negative 

52 Repeat 

53 Ofiv* genus 

55 Wife of a 
baronet 

56 Having control 

61 Buffalo 1 * taka 

62 Granular snow 

63 Rub out 

64 OW Eng. gold 
place 

65 Facial 


jauHHini am* 


■HI aSSSB 


aiiiaai il 

BBSS iSS? 


!■■■ JHH »■■■■ 


« p», ■Heiineil 

. MiBningiu 
DOWN 

1 Sandy’s bark 
2 — Grande 
3 — Tae-tung 
4 Diminutive 
suffix 
5 Loitered 


' 1987 Timm* Mad* ! 
ai Dime 


6CtMOatate 

source 

7 Diving bM 

8 Wolf or coyose 

9 Inconsisten- 
cies 

10 RaOroed 
employee 

11 Language 
of Ecuador 

12 “Great God, 
we spring, 
to tttae — “ 

13 Minimal 

18 Ancient 

22 Neck part 

23 HatuttoaTs 
obstacle 

24 Ham’s father 

25 Jason’s ship 

29 Fisherman's 
equipment 

30 Rip-offs 

32 Agreeing 

36 Reckless 

driver? 

38 Eng. river 


's Pvcd« SataKt 


nnnnn . 

non Finn nnranonn 

nnon ann 

nnnnorionfl nnonni 
nronrain ranon 
npim rmig fro: 
non norm oonnrm 
nirsnn flnfinjinnnn 

nnnnSSn n™ nnn 

nnnnmnrMinnanFhTin 
Imiicin nRarcn n nnn 
nnnn noMruvi nnnn 


39 Vame captain 49 Mania or 

40 Insect Qctavua Roy 

42 Xyst 50 Mode or carte 

44 Decreased 54todtancfty 

45 Kind of engine 57 106 

46 Blood 56 Com unit 

eonoiCsn 59 Sugar auf&t 

48 Apple Jute* 60 Nourished 


Defector says N. Korea 
might disrupt Olympics 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Rumours circulating among 
North Korean army soldiers say 
“something unusual” might hap- 
pen to disrupt the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics, an army defector from 
the North said Wednesday. 

Yoo Chon-Soo also told a news 
conference that North Korea is 
telling its people that South 
Korea is trying to stage the 1988 
Games to give the “wrong im- 
pression’’ that it is a sovereign 
state. 

“There are widespread 
rumours circulating in the North’s 
army that something unusual 
might take place in connection 
with the Seoul Olympics," Yoo 
said. 

He. was presented to reporters 
at tiie Ministry of National.De- 
fence, ' ' 

Yoo, -identified as a former 
sergeant of the 5th civil police 
company of the 8th North Korean 
army division, defected to South 
Korea across the demilitarised 
zone near the truce village of 
Panmirajom on March 7, officials 
announced earlier. 

Yoo, listed as the 99th North 
Korean to cross the border into 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully- furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colourT.V., , 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabai 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
/and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


the South since the end of tiie 
Korean War in 1953, said the 
Communist rulers in Pyongyang 
seem upset by the Seoul Olym- 
pics. 

South Korean officials have 
repeatedly warned that North 
Korea would _ try to send armed 
agents or provoke armed clashes 
along the 155-mile border in an 
effort to scuttle or disrupt the 
Seoul Olympics, scheduled for 
Sept. 17-Oct 2. 1988. 

North Korea. Yoo said, is cur- 
rently waging a vigorous publicity 
campaign against the 1988 
Games, saying that Seoul, tiie 
South Korean capital, is full of 
“beggars, hoodlums, pollution 
and various diseases." 

“Even if the Olympic Games 
are held in Seoul* many countries 
mould not take' pent in them,*’ 
Yoo quoted North Korean prop- 
aganda material as saying. 

The Korean peninsula has been 
divided since the end of World 
War II in 1945 into the Commun- 
ist North and anti-Communist 
South. The two sides fought a 
bloody war in 1950-53 that ended 
in a shaky armistice, which often 
is marred by armed clashes along 
the border. The United States 
currently has about 40,000 sol- 
diers stationed in South Korea. 

Last Sept. 14. six days before 
the 11th Asian Games opened in 
Seoul, a powerful explosion, be- 
lieved to have been a time bomb, 
hit the dty's Kimpo International 
Airport, killing five people and 
injuring 32 others. 

Nobody was arrested but Seoul 
officials openly held North Korea 
responsible for the explosion, 
which they believed was meant to 
disrupt the Asian Games. The 
Games served as a dress rehearsal 
for the 1988 Olympics. 


Fast * Efficient * Reliable 

Specialist Repairs to : 

* Household Appliances 
/^.yy * Electrical Systems. 

* Central Heating 

* Plumbing 

4 s Miscellaneous 

Carried Out By Qualified a 
^ ^ Experienced Staff Who Care 

HAVING TRIED US V0U' LL RECOMMEND US. ? 


a 



Electrolu 


ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING Co Ltd 
P.0 Box 925229' AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 



MARCONI 1TAL1ANA s 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE 
ARAB COUNTRIES 


We intend to increase the personnel of our Sales Dept by recruiting one Area Mana- 
ger who will frequently travel throughout the Arab Countries (20 days per month). 

REQUIRED: 

Age: Preferably between 28 and 40 Languages: English and Arabic, good 
spoken + written, Background: Good knowledge of Electronic + Telecommunication 
principles 

EXPERIENCE: 

Previous sales activity is appreciated but not mandatory. 

Military service accomplished as officer appreciated, if as signals officer better. 
Candidates should send their curriculum vitae (in English) and telephone number to 
P.O. Box 141188 B.W.S., Amman, at soonest 
No direct telephone calls please. 


Uniroyal Goodrich Tyres 
change your tyres while 
you wait- 

Otf friendly people service your car 
tyres wh*e you vra& 

— Competitive price 

— Exceflent quality 

— European & American size* 

— Al ranges of tyras are also ava*- 
aWe (Erudks. buses, tractors) 

Iff. A H. ABURAGHEB 

Wadi Saqra, TeL 632*31, Hr*. 8 
JJiL - 7 pjn. Mahatta Str, TaL 
651033, Hr*. 3 ajiL - 5 pun. Unf- 
nnrf Auto Centra, UnfvarsK* 
Rd. TeL 647113, afl weak Hr*, i 
un - 8 pjn. 



Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


TOP GUN 


Performance* .1..Vi.&.U>l.HJa. 10-Jn 




CHARLIECHANTHE 
CURSE OF THE 
DRAGON QUEEN 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 6755731 . f Cinema 


V ; • » V % 

f **» “ 


Performance! 3:15. feto.iUU. IU:JU 



PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


ROLF 


MB 


Performance* 3:311. 4:0U. KJU. IOJd 



Cinema Teh (*22198 

RAGHADAN 


HIGHLANDER 


F Bi fo w n—p a: li-w. VU>. S.tiO. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (] ;) — Following are 
leading world currencies and go 
on the London foreign exchange 
Wednesday. 


the dollar at midday 
and boDioa markets on 


One 
One U.S. 



1.6053/63 
13121/26 
1.8367/77 
2.0757/67 
1-5370/80 
38.07/10 
6.1140/90 
1304/1305 ■ 
15L95/152.Q5 
6.4030/80 
6.9400/50 
6.9075/9125 

One ounce of gold 406.00/40630 


U.S. dollare 

doflar 

West German mads 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian famrs 
French francs 
Italian Hre 
Japanese. yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 




.1 i.a 


S»Vs 




LONDON (R) — Share prices rose to near record levels, withthe 
FISDB 100 share index looking set to just top Tuesday’s dosing 
record of 2,006.3. 

At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 was 2.3 points up at 2,008.6, 
co mpa red with a record high of 2,021.5 on March 4. 

Faces moved ahead at the outset on continued optimism over 
Tuesday’s U.K. budget, but a smaller than anticipated half-point 
cut in base lending rates Wednesday morning came as somewhat 
of an anti-dimax and put a brake on the advance, dealers said. 
The big fimrUJK.deanqg banks cut their base lending rates to 10 
per cent from 10% per cent. 

Many had been anticipating a full one point cut in base rates m 
the light of Chancellor Lawson’s redaction in the 1987/88 public 
sector borrowing requirement target to jnst £4 bflfion. 

Dealers said despite the dis ap p oint ment over the base rate cut, 
Wall Street’s firmer opening helped to lift prices. 

Some analysts forecast that the UJL market will continue to 
gam grotmd m the wake of the budget but they noted that retail 
and overseas investors could well decide to take profits ahead of a 
possible general election this year. 


■. • . -s.s: 
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from the Carroll Righter Institute M. ' 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAR. IS, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Differences in view* 
points over finurinl and practical matters are almost 
bound to arise today. They can be harmoniously settled 
if each person makes an effort. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be sure you know exactly 
what is expected of you by the other person in any 
monetary dealings you may have. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You can have a bad 
argument with an opinionated partner if you do not han- 
dle the matter tactfully. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Handle a personal task 
early so that it will not interfere withy our routine af- 
fairs later. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You may not 
agree with a close friend over someone you both know, 
but everyone's entitled/to an-.opinion. . . v.—i 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug^Zl) Schedule your activities wise- 
ly so that Home affairsxlo not conflict with outside mat-- 
tars. Do not lose your temper at home. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You may find it hard 
to get your theories working today. A friend and a new 
contact could argue, but don’t mix in. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Study that new plan 
carefully and then dismiss it with an expert until you 
reach a meeting of the minds. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 tp i Nov. 21) Try not to be so stub- 
born if you want to gain your personal wishes or you 
will meet with stiff opposition. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You hardly know 
how to handle all the work you need to do. Plan it well 
and it w31 soon be done. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Someone in your 
group refuses to go along with all of you in a pleasurable 




- 


venture. Accept this graciously. 
HUS (" “ ' 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can improve 
home affairs if you concentrate on them e xclu si vely. 
Steer dear of trouble makers. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't go off on any 
tangents. You have every opportunity to get ahead if 
you support your partner more. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will be very capable at whatever is of a practical nature. 
Teach this one not to expect others to do things the way 
he, or oho, does, car your progeny will be met with a great 
deal of opposition. Slant the education along business 
lines for best results. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH *8, 1887 

' GENERAL TENDENCIES: You may find some nit 
p jpJriiig conditions annoying you, but this soon clears 
npandyou get into some progressive phases of the in- 
terests that moat animate you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Rid yourself of some 
secret worry and then you can get into activities that 
are most profitable. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You know exactly how 

to gam greater expertise in business, so get busy at that 

now. Don’t waste any time. 

■ GEMINI CM ay 21 to June 21) Steer clear of that noisy 
public affair. Get some civic work h a ndl ed who can bring 
you advancement. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't get 
by one who is overly dynamic. Handle your af- 
fairs in a most efficient way. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21} Take the time to plan recrea- 
tions that will please you. Yon must however, be sure 
to stay within your budget. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept- 22) Avoid an associate who 
has a chip on his shoulder. Invite older persons into your 
home and learn from them. / 

■ LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Ignore an irate fdlow 
worker and handle personal matters. Be with your 
friends and learn from, them. 

SCORPIO fOct. 23 to Nov. 21) Try not to take on a 
big expense today. Study your property wall and plan 
any repairs that ore needed. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Trv not to argue 
with a home tie. Get together with friends that can be 
very helpful to you now. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Forget an annoy* 


true affection for the one yon love. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Postpone handl i n g 
.a financial matter until you are thinking more dearly. 
Go after personal aims now. 

‘ PISCES (Feb.-20 to Mar. 20)Get rid of any negativi- 
ty around you. Come right to the point with a bigwig 
and get good results. - 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _ he, or she, 
will have many excellent ideas that. are advanced and 
there is bound to be much travel during tins lifetime. 
Teach your progeny to put- ideas into motion quickly 
since there is a tendency to daydream hare. You have, 
a young wizard. 


British banks 
cut interest 
rate to 10% 

LONDON (R) — Britain's banks 



rates, responding to a big drop in 
the government’s borrowing 
announced in the annual 
Tuesday. 

National West mi nst e r Bank 
and Barclays Bank cut their base 
lending rates to 10 per cent from 
10.5 per cent Wednesday morn- 
ing. the other big banks, Lloyds 
and Midland later followed the 
lead. & was not immediately dear 
whether brakirag societies, which 
lend money to people buying 
bouses, would follow and cut 
mortgage (home loan) repayment 
rates. 

British mortgage (home loan) 
interest rates vary over the Kfe of 
the loan, depending on general 
interest rate trends. In a nation 
where Heady two-thirds of house- 
holders now own their own 
•homes, a cot in mortgage rates 
would help the rating Conserva- 
tive Party in a probable election 
year. 

Speculation increased after the 
budget that Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Tbatcfacr would call an elec- 
tion as early as June. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Nigel Lawson 
had the fl ptin n of dmiiing the 
basic rate of income tax by four 
percentage points in his budget. 

He -opted instead for a two 
percentage point cot to 27 per 
cent, while reducing the govern- 
ment's public borrowing target to 
£4 bfllion ($6.4 bfllion) from the 
year’s £7 bflhon ($11.2 


That opened the way for lower 
interest rates. Those, besides 
holding out the prospect of 
cheaper home-brsymg, should 
also give industry a boost making 
■in ve s tment cheaper and boosting 
•consumer credit. 

Foreign investors were quick 
off tiie mark in reaction, setting 
off on a share-buying spree that 
Wednesday morning pushed the 
widely watched Financial Times- 
Stock Frrfwnge (FTSE) index of 
100 leafing shares up 12.7 points 
to a near-record high of 2019. 
Betides plunging into British 
stocks, foreign investors quickly 
moved to. snap up huge amounts 
of British hands, before their 
prices soar in response to lower 
interest rates. The demand for 
pounds to finance these invest- 
ments pushed sterling itself up 
-about' one -cent to a high of 
$1.6070.' ^ V* ■ V 1 
: ' r - The sharp gates came evfin 
though many analysts had ex- 
pected a one percentage point cot 
m rates and said in second half 
pomt cut remained posritiie soon. 

“The markets are still pushing 
fra the other half and win con- 
tinue to posh until they get it,” 
said Mr. Andrew Smith, econom- 
ist at Alexander Laing and 
Qtrikshank. “Lawson ft taking a 
cautious approach to make sure 
the cut is accepted by the' 
market.” t 

The Halifax, Britain’s largest 
braiding society, said Tuesday 
tight tint a one percentage point 
interest rate cot would allow it 
mortgage rate to drop 1.25 per- 
centage points to 11 per cent A 
half point base rate cut would 
only permit a fall to 11.5 per cent 


U.S. trade deficit soars to record $140b 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States sank 
further into the hole as the world’s largest debtor 
nation in 1986 when the debt on its broadest 
measure of foreign trade soared to a record $140*57 
billion. 


Last year coded cm an espeedai- 
.ly gloomy note as the quarterly 
deficit from October through De- 
cember hit a record as well — 
$36.84 billion — primarily be- 
cause of a further deterioration in 
merchandise trade, the govern- 
ment reported Tuesday. 

The current account measures 
not only trade in merchandise bat 
also is services such as invest- 
ment earnings, tourism and fore- 
ign aid. 

The imbalance in the nation's 
current account jumped 19.5 per 
cent above the previous record of 
$117.68 MB on, set in 1985, the 
government said. 

The current account deficit 
may r ep rese n t the low-point for 
America’s trade problems, with 
some analysts predicting a slight 
improvement lids year or at least 
no further deterioration. 

But econo m ists agree that the 
country's net debtor states will 
get much worse before it begins 
to improve, forecasting a total 
U.S. debt topping $1 trillion by 
the early 1990s. 

While the United States has 
ran a deficit in merchandise trade 
for 15 of the past 16 years, the 
acco un t was in surplus as 
recently as 1981 as Americans' 
earnings on overseas investments 
were enough to offset the mer- 
chandise deficits. 

But in recent years, a flood of 
foreign goods has wiped out (he 
cushion once provided by invest- 
ment earnings. 

Deficits in the current account 
have made the United States the 


world’s largest debtor country 
with foreigners now owning more 
in U.S. investments than Amer- 
icans hold in foreign investments. 

The United States became a 
debtor nation in 1985 for the first 
time since 1914 with a total figure 
owed to the rest of the world of 
$107.44 billion. The new figures 
on the current account for 1986 
indicate that the U.S. debt has 

reached more than $220 billion, 
putting America far ahead of 
the previous debt leader, Brazil, 
which owes $108 billion to fore- 
igners. 

The $36.84 billion current 
account deficit for the final three 
months of 1986 was 4.4 per cent 
higher than the previous record 
set in the July-September quarter 

of $35.30 trillion. 

Most of the deterioration was 
accounted for by a higher mer- 
chandise deficit, which climbed to 
$38.37 billion in the final three 
months of the year, up 33 per 
cent from the third quarter. 

Adding to the current account 
deficit in the fourth quarter was 
S3.95 billion in transfer pay- 
ments, inducting foreign aid. Tins 
was offeet someWhal by $5.48 
billion in net earning s on foreign 
investments by Americans. 

Many economists warn that the 
growing foreign debt will even- 
tually lower America’s standard 
of living as die country sends 
more and more in interest pay- 
ments overseas. 

“It is a time bomb and the fuse is 
fit and burning away,” said Mr. 
Allen Sinai, chief economist of 


Sbearson Lehman Brothers of 
New York. “Near-term, the de- 
ficit is not likely to do the U.S. 
economy in, but beyond the next 
two years anything could 
happen." 

Mr. Lyle Gramley, chief eco- 
nomist for foe Mortgage Bankers 
Association, said that at some 
point foreigners will be unwilling 
to hold so much U.S. debt. 

When that happens, it will 
m ake the dollar even weaker 
visile pushing up U.S. interest 
rates and inflation, Mr. Gramley 
said, resulting in a “very adverse 
effect on our rate of economic 
growth." 


Baker announces agreement 
to restrict use of subsidies! 
to promote exports 


future use of foreign aid grants as 
a form of trade promotion, Mr. 
Baker said. 

President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration has sought for 
more than two years to persuade 
other major industrial nations to 
cut back on package deals that tie 
export financing with aid — 
tidier in the form of outright 
grants or reduced interest rates to 
foe purchasing nations. 

“The practice... has resulted in 
lost exports and lost jobs in the 
United States,” Mr. Baker said in 
a statement praising the new 
agreement 

But, Mr. Baker told a congres- 
sional committee Tuesday that 
the administra tion is standing fast 
by its request for more money for 
its “war chest.” 


Meanwhile, Treasury Secretary 
James Baker on Tuesday 
announced agreement with major 
U.S. economic allies to restrict 
the use of subsidies to promote 
exports. 

Mr. Baker then asked Con- 
gress for $200 milti on more for 
such aid. 

He contended that tire funds, 
the second proposed installment 
of a $300 milli on export fund, are 
needed to fight unfair trade sub- 
sidies until foe new agreement 
can be put in place. 

Mr. Baker praised Japan — the 
last major holdout on foe agree- 
ment — for going along with the 
pact, which he said “imposes 
particularly sacrifices on Japan.” 
The European Community (EC) 
had previously agreed to the pact. 

The accord, reached by the 
24-nation Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment, puts greater limits on the 


“Until the agreement is fully 
implemented in July 1988, we will 
need the remaining $200 million 
in war chest funds to continue to 
assist United States* exporters,” 
Mr. Baker said. 


The $100 million Congress 
appropriated last year has been 
used to help U.S. exporters out- 
bid aid-and-trade packages 
offered by governments of other 
industrial countries to prospec- 
tive buyers of industrial goods. 

Mr. Baker said foe first 5100 
millio n “gave us more bargaining 
power and helped us reach this 
agreement, an agreement that 
will help American exporters and 
that will save American jobs.” 

The new pact will eventually 
put a total ban on export subsidy 
arrangements for goods sold to 
other industrialised nations. It 
would also make subsidies more 
expensive for governments that 
export to developing countries by 
raising the grant component from 


foe current minimnm of 25 per 
cent of the package to 35 per cent 
and to 50 per cent for the poorest 
nations. 

“The increased cost would de- 
ter the use of such credits as trade 
promotion devices and sharpen 
foe distinction between legitimate 
(foreign aid) and export financ- 
ing,” Mr. Baker said. 

The agreement also establishes 
a new formula for calculating 
interest rates offered to help a 
developing nation finance its ex- 
port purchases, changes, that 
would bring the rates more in line 
with those charged by commer- 
cial banks. 

In other testimony, Mr. Baker: 

— urged congressional 
approval of the Reagan adminis- 
tration's request to increase funds 
to imergoverament lenders like 
the World Bank. 

— said Brazil must come up 
soon with a plan for major econo- 
mic reforms if it expects commer- 
cial banks to agree to give it 
easier terms on paying back the 
$70 billion it owes them. Brazil 
suspended interest payments on 
that debt last month. 


— voiced continued support 
for current levels of foe dollar, 
claiming a recent agreement 
among the United States and four 
other major industrial nations 
should “foster more stability” of 
the dollar against other curren- 
cies. 

Though he praised Japan for its 
agreement on export credits, Mr. 
Baker said foe Japanese should 
also take additional steps to ease 
trade barriers. 

“We are making some prog- 
ress, but we are not malting 
enough,” he said, ‘Td like to see 
more market opening." 


S. Korea plans to liberalise 
overseas capital investment 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea plans to remove 
many of its restrictions ou over- 
seas capital investment, allowing 
Korean businesses to invest more 
freely in foreign real estate and 
securities, officials said Tuesday. 

Finance ministry officials said 
foe move, to take effect m April 
after revision of related laws, 
would allow Korean businesses to 
invest in hotels, restaurants and 
transportation abroad. 

They said one highlight of the 
fibaaHntion programme would 
Jbe ffie gradual removal of restric- 
tions on overseas capital transac- 
tions and investment in foreign 
stocks and securities. 

Korean businesses able to earu 
more than $10 anfiion annually 
abroad would be permitted to 
buy bmkfings for overseas bran- 
ches and housing for employees 


stationed abroad, they said. 

Korean investors who want to 
invest less than $2 mini on in 
overseas business projects would 
receive automatic approval, 
they added. 

Ministry officials said the 
changes were based cm the coun- 
try’s unprecedented trade surplus 
last year and efforts to avoid 
■ protectionist moves against Ko- 
rean products. 

Under the measures, they said 
Korean construction companies 
would be slowed to invest in 
overseas construction, redevelop- 
ment or land-reclamation pro- 
jects, especially in the United 
States, which is regarded as 
p r o mi sing for investment 

But speculative buying of fore- 
ign real estate and capital flight 
mil be barred, they said. 


Trading blocs open dialogue 


GENEVA (AP) — Europe's two main trading blocs, foe 12-nation 
European Qmnmmity (EC) and Soviet-led Comecon, opened two 
days of negotiations Wednesday on establishing formal relations. 

Four or five experts on both sides have before them a Comecon 
draft proposal.'and are expected to come up with recommendations 
for action at a higher political level, EC diplomatic mission 
spokesman Anton Leicbt said. 

Hie. declined to reveal details of the draft, including whether 
Comecon was seeking a firm timetable for setting up relations. 

A statement on foe secret talks may be released after they mid 
Friday, he said. 


Saudis urged to invest at home 


ABHA, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Saudi investors have deposited at 
least $26 billion in banks when a 
large part of that money should 
have been invested in industry in 
the kingdom, Industry and Elec- 
tricity Minis ter Abdul Azh A1 
Zanm said Tuesday. 

Sheikh Al 7-amil said in a 
speech to a Saudi businessmen's 
conference that entre pr eneurs 
should form what he called “in- 
vestment syndicates” to protect 
individuals involved in large-scale 
projects and encourage Industrial 
investments. 

-,.The theme-. of Sheikh Al 
Zannl’s speech had. been harped 
upon by other Saudi officials par- 


busmessmen for investing over- 
seas and branded them “un- 
grateful.” 

Sheikh Yousef Al Turlti, direc- 
tor-general of Yanbu Industrial 
City, said that individual inves- 
tors might have more confidence 
in developing Saudi industry if 


they pooled their resources. 
Sheikh 


Al 7-am il said that foe 
drop m oil prices decreased Saudi 
Arabia's gross domestic product 
cent between 1981 and 


tidpating in foe conference spoo- 
to bols- 


tered by the government i 
ter the role of the private sector 
in the economy. 

Eeaxiier in the week. Prince 
Khaled Al Faisal lambasted Saudi 


' He said Saudi industries make 
9.5 per cent of the gross domestic 
product. 

“We should work together to 
increase this ratio to 15 per cent 
in the next five years,” he said. 
“The size of the gross domestic 
product depends directly on eco- 
nomic growth and in order to 
double the gross domestic pro- 
duct in foe next 20 years, foe 


economy should sustain an aver- 
age growth rate of three per cent 
per year.” 

Saudi p lanning minis try reports 
indicate oil makes up about two- 
thirds of the GDP. 

Sheikh Al Zamil said economic 
growth should no longer be die 
government's responsibility 
alone. 

“Available information indi- 
cates there are over 100 billion 
riyals ($26.6 million) deposited in 
banks without productive invest- 
ment within the kingdom," he 
added. 


Sheikh Al Zamil said that small 
industrial projects which are simi- 
lar to each other should be 
merged into larger companies to 
lower production costs in addi- 
tion to tire investment syndicates 
he said private businessmen could 
form to build industries. 


GIC to take part in nine new projects 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — 
The Gulf Investment Corpora- 
tion (GIC), an affiliate of the 
six-pation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), is to participate 
in nine new projects in the region 
at a total ost of $775 million. 


pared for GCC finance and eco- 
nomy ministers. 


The corporation, which 
achieved a $70 million profit in 


1986, has also invited the private 
sector to take part in the ven- 
tures, according to a report pre- 


According to the report, the 
corporation's assets increased by 
35 per cent to reach $13 billion 
last year, against just over SI 
btDioa in 1985. 

Over the same period, net pro- 
fits rose from S57 million to $70 
million. 

The report said the corpora- 


tion had studied the economic 
feasibility of nearly 70 investment 
opportunities since its establish- 
ment with an authorised capital 
of $3.1 billion and paid-up capital 
of $540 million. 


The bodj^s equaDy-owned by 


the six GCC members. United 
Arab Emirates, Saadi Arabia, 
Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Qatar. 
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“I’m painting spooky faces on my 
toes... to scare away athlete’s foot 
germs!" 


AndyCapp 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 


HIFAT 


s 

mmmm 



ORPY) 

< 



□ 

□ 

□ 



BAU 

LOG, 



mm 




F 

JELEY I 


■ 

m 
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, WHY THE COP 
Iturnep MUSICIAN! 
SOT FIREP FROM 
THE BAh/P. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
ge&ted by the above cartoon. 


Answerhera: HE WAS “[XU [XXXI 


Yesterday's 


(Answer* tomorrow) 
Jumbles: FRUIT HUM© MUFFLE CAUCO 
Answer Wh j^ona laughed at that joke about the 

IT LEFT 
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Philippine academy bomb kills 



4 in advance of Aquino visit 


MANILA (R) — A bomb blast at the Philippine 
military academy killed four people and wounded 38 
Wednesday, wrecking a grandstand where President 
Corazon Aquino was to have reviewed troops at the 
weekend. 


A spokesman for the academy 
in the mountain city of Baguio 
north of Manila told Reuters a 
colonel, two enlisted men and 
one civilian had been killed. 

The mid-morning blast ripped 
off sections of the grandstand 
roof and caused major damage to 
the rostrum area where Mis. 
Aquino would have stood. 

the explosion, which the milit- 
ary said might have involved two 
bombs, occurred as troops re- 
hearsed graduation ceremonies 
that were to have been attended 
by the president. 

Mrs. Aquino said she would fly 
to Baguio Thursday to visit the 
wounded, but a spokesman said 
the weekend’s ceremonies were 
likely to be postponed. 

Wednesday’s incident sparked 
immediate rumours that the blast 
could have been aimed personally 
at Mrs. Aquino. Officials refused 
to speculate. 

“There are no solid clues as to 
who might have planted the 
bomb,” presidential spokesman 
Teodoro Benigno told reporters. 

Brigadier-General Rodolfo 


Biazon, academy superintendent, 
told Reuters: 'There is no group 
I would particularly blame for the 
incident right now.” 

Gen. Blazon said specialists 
were combing the sprawling camp 
to ensure that no more bombs 
had been planted and were trying 
to determine the type and num- 
ber of bombs used. 

He said witnesses reported two 
nearly simultaneous explosions. 

Police said they had been re- 
fused access to the academy by 
the military, who said they would 
conduct their own inquiry. 

Army intelligence sources said 
the bomb might have been 
planted by groups within the 
academy, but would not elabo- 
rate. 

Military sources at first sug- 
gested the bombing was the work 
of Co mmunis t rebels fighting an 
18-year-old civil war against the 
government, but no group 

claimed responsibility. 

Armed Forces Chief General 
Fidel Ramos, through a spokes- 
man, called the bombing “a das- 
tardly act." 


Ortega: Peace requires 
shift in U.S. attitude 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nicara- 
guan President Daniel Ortega 
says a basic shift in the U.S. 
government’s attitude toward 
Central America is essential if 
any peace plan for the region is to 
succeed, the New York Times 
reported Wednesday. 

But Mr. Ortega told the news- 
paper in Managua that the Sandi- 
msta government was willing to 
make concessions to satisfy 
American security concerns. He 
said such concessions include 
signing an accord that would 
allow American troops to estab- 
lish bases and conduct manoeuv- 
ers in any country that invited 
them. 

“If there is a desire on the part 
of the United States to reach an 
agreement, one could be reached 
quickly , and it would respond to 
the major security concerns of the 
United States,” Mr. Ortega said. 

He said the administration of 
President Ronald Reagan is 


pressuring Central American 
leaders not to agree to a regional 
peace plan such as the one prop- 
osed by Costa Rican President 
Oscar Arias Sanchez. 

The U.S. Senate backed the 
plan last week by a vote of 97-1. 

The presidents of Central 
American countries would face 
the wrath of Washington if they 
readied an agreement with Nicar- 
agua, Mr. Ortega told the Times. 

U.S. State Department offi- 
cials have said they favour a 
peace agreement in Central 
America. But they have express- 
ed reservations about the Arias 
plan, saying the Sandioistas 
should negotiate directly with re- 
bel leaders. 

According to diplomats and 
published reports, the Arias plan 
would forbid any Central Amer- 
ican country from allowing its 
territory to be used for attacks on 
other countries. 


1 killed in Japanese quake 


TOKYO (Agencies) — A very 
strong earthquake shook south 
west Japan Wednesday, killing 
one person and injuring three, 
including two children, and au- 
thorities reported heavily dam- 
aged buildings and warned of 
,|idal waves. 

. Police said the dead man, a 
49-year-old delivery driver, was 
killed when his truck overturned 
in Miyazaki Prefecture as the 
quake struck at 12.36 a.m. 
(0336GMT). 
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dren were hurt by flying shards of 
glass as they sat in their classroom 
and a 64-year-old man was 
seriously injured when his roof 
caved in. 

Telephone links with the main 
southern island of Kyushu were 
badly disrupted and several trains 
on the island were ordered halted 
as a precaution. 

Television showed smashed 
dishes and glassware in shops and 
residents in Miyazaki said tire 
tremor was the strongest they had 
known. 

The quake registered at 6.9 on 
the Richter Scale and at five on 
the Japanese scale of intensity. A 
reading of five is considered very 
strong, capable of cracking walls 
of buildings, and of overturning 
very heavy objects. 

Meanwhile another strong ear- 
thquake was recorded Wednes- 
day in the Molucca -Sea off the 
Indonesian island of Celebes, the 
Royal Hong Kong Observatory 
reported. 
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WHICH FINESSE? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
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0Q2 0754 
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The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pus 
Opening lead: Five of 7 

The odds on a simple finesse suc- 
ceeding are 50 percent; either the 
player you are finessing against has 
the key card or his partner does. 
However, that does not mean that 
all finesses are equal. There are a 
number of reasons why you might 
Choose one over another. 

Suppose you get to three no 
trump via the auction shown. You 
and your partner both have bal- 
anced hands worth a nuiownim 


opening bid and no eight-card 
major-suit fit, so the no trump game 
'is a natural contract to reach. 

West leads his fourth-best heart, 
you try the jack (after all, the open- 
ing lead could be from the king- 
queen) and capture East’s king with 
your ace; there is no point to a hold- 
up. You can take finesses in spades 
and diamonds. As a matter of fact, 
(you can hook the diamond either 
way. What do you plan to do? 

First, if you plan to take the dia- 
mond finesse, it Is correct to lead to 
the ace and then finesse. That way 
you can bring in the suit even if 
East has queen-fourth, and you give 
yourself the chance of dropping a 
bare queen. 

However, you can improve your 
odds considerably by opting to take 
the spade 'finesse. Why? Because 
you can combine that with trying to 
drop the queen of diamonds! 

At trick two, lead a diamond to 
the ace and return the suit to your 
king. If the lady is fickle and does 
not appear, you will have to fall 
back on the spade finesse. Once in a 
while, however, the cards are going 
to lie as they do in the diagram 
above. One of your opponents is 
going to hold the doubleton. queen, 
and you will have nine tricks with- 
out having to resort to a finesse. 


The explosion came against a 
background of recent general 
political calm after a year of 
domestic instability, with the 
country’s focus switching away 
from coup rumours linked to the 
rightwing and on to the war with 
the CoYnmunists. 

Rebels have launched a series 
of ambushes against military pat- 
rols in the country and have sent 
a ss a ssinati on squads into Manila 
to kill soldiers and policemen. 

Nineteen soldiers were killed 
Tuesday in an ambush by the 
Communist New People’s Army 
in a remote part of Quezon pro- 
vince south of Manila, the stare- 
run Philippine News Agency 
(PNA) reported. 

The agency said rebel land 
mines blew up an armoured vehi- 
cle and troop-carrying truck and 
the army said it had launched a 
pursuit operation backed by heli- 
copters. 

No rebels were reported in- 
jured. 

The army put the official count 
of wounded in the military 
academy blast at 14 officers, 
seven soldiers and 17 civilians. 
One officer remained in critical 
condition uut the other wounded 
were out of immediate danger, a 
spokesman said. 

They included senior officers 
from the academy and a soldier's 


widow, who was at the rostrum 
rehearsing to receive a post- 
humous award for him that was to 
have been given by Mrs. Aquino. 

In Washington a top Pentagon 
official said Aquino's government 
lacks a master plan to defeat the 
Communist rebels in the Philip- 
pines and the insurgency is still 
growing. 

“Counterinsurgency strategies 
are developed and then dis- 
carded, military advice is often 
ignored,” Assistant Defence 
Secretary Richard Armitage told 
a congressional panel. 

“Distrust and apathy pervade 
civil-military relations, poor com- 
munication and coordination are 
common between civilian and 
military counterparts at all levels 
of government,” he said in testi- 
mony submitted Tuesday to the 
House of Representatives Sub- 
committee cm Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 

In another development, Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Gaston 
Sigur confirmed to the subcom- 
mittee that the United States 
blocked a move to return Marcos 
to his homeland last January by 
chartered plane from Hawaii, 
where he has lived since leaving 
Manila. 

“We made it dear that this 
(flight) would not take place,” 
Mr. Sigur said. 


‘U.S. will not push Costa 
Rica into backing contras’ 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz has 
said the United States won’t try 
to intimidate Costa Rica into 
backing the U.S.-supported con- 
tra rebels in Nicaragua. 

He also said the State Depart- 
ment was preparing a response to 
the Costa Rican government’s 
request for a formal explanation 
on a finding by the Tower Com- 
mission that a clandestine airstrip 
made that country was used to 
supply the contras: 

In a note delivered Monday to 
the U.S. embassy and addressed 
to Mr. Shultz, Costa Rican Fore- 
ign Minis ter Rodrigo Madrigal 
complained about the section of 
die commission’s report op the 
Iran-contra affair that said an 
'aircraft supplying the contra used 
the airstrip on Jane 10,1986. 

Costa Rican President Oscar 
Arias told the U.S. government 
shortly before taking office in 
June 1986 that he would not 
permit the airstrip to be used by 
rebels or those assisting them in 
their efforts to overthrow Nicar- 
agua's government. 

Mr. Shultz, responding to 


questions at a bearing of House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, 
said the United States was doing 
research necessary to respond to 
Costa Rica’s request. 

Asked whether the United 
States had tried to intimidate 
Costa Rica in order to win its 
active support for the contras, 
Mr. Shultz said no. 

“I do not believe in intimida- 
tion and would not be part of it,” 
Mr. Shultz said. “I do not take 
the view that unless you do thus 
and so with die contras, we are 
going to cut off your aid.” 

In his note, the foreign minister 
said any use of the airstrip by the 
rebels violates Costa Rica’s long- 
held policy of neutrality in Cen- 
tral American affairs. He also 
said his nation does not permit 
the rebels to operate from Costa 
Rican territory. 

The Tower Commission was 
appointed by President Ronald 
Reagan to investigate covert U.S. 
arms sales to Iran in 1985-86 and 
. the alleged tunneling of payments 
from the sales to the Nicaraguan 
rebels. 


Human error blamed for 
Johannesburg blackout 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
biggest power failure in recent 
South African history plunged 
Johannesburg and its huge black 
satellite township of Soweto into 
darkness for two hours after 
someone apparently pulled a 
wrong switch. 

People in the country’s largest 
city Tuesday were trapped in mts 
as police cars raced through de- 
serted streets with sirens wailing 
in an apparent bid to thwart 
looting arm disturbances. 


A police spokesman said there 
were no signs of sabotage and an 
official of the state-owned Elec- 
tricity Supply Commission 
(ESCOM) told Reuters a techni- 
cian at one of three stations which 
provide Johannesburg with elec- 
tricity was to blame. 

“It was an operating error,” 
said Hennie Harmse, ESCOM’s 
Johannesburg manager. “One of 1 
our chaps pulled the wrong 
switch, causing a short circuit” 


U.S. conducts second 
Trident 2 test-firing 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) — because of technical troubles. 
The United States has conducted “The navy has classified this as 
the second successful test-firing a successful launch so far. It will 
of a Trident-2 nuclear missile, a be hours before they have all the 
powerful weapon designed for data,” Navy Lieutenant Max 
use by U.S. and British sub- Allen, .a Defence Department 
marines, defence' officials said. spokesman, said after tire missile 
The missile, equipped with splashed down in the Atlantic, 
harmless dummy warheads. The test followed new propos- 
roared from a launch pad at Cape als by the United States and 
Canaveral Air -Force station Soviet Union for the removal of 
shortly after noon Tuesday, medium-range, land-based nuo- 
headed for a target far out in the lear missiles from Europe. 
Atlantic Ocean. Anti-nudear activists say the 

U.S. Defence Department offi- Trident-2’s ability to penetrate 
dais said the missile — designed Soviet missile, silos could encour- 
to give Trident submarines the age Moscow to adopt a hair- 
ability to destroy Soviet missiles trigger launch policy, thereby in- 
in their hardened silos — lifted creasing the chance of nuclear 
off one day later than planned war. 


Japanese aircraft to install 
off-course warning devices 


TOKYO (AP) — Two Japanese 
airlines will install newly designed 
devices in Boeing 747s this sum- 
mer to warn pilots when flights 
stray off course, airline spokes- 
men have said. 

Japan Air Lines (JAL) asked 
Boemg to design the warning 
system last year, partly in re- 
sponse to the Soviet downing of a 
Korean Air Lines (KAL) jet m 
1983 after it flew into Soviet Air 
space, said JAL spokesman 
Geoffrey Tudor. Hut crash Id- 
led 269 people. 

Mr. Tudor said a JAL flight 


strayed off course in November 
1985 and flew for an hour over 
the Soviet Union, prompting 
Soviet fighter jets: to scramble. 
The flight landed safely, but the 
two incidents and “the general 
interests of safety and security” 
led JAL to seek warning system, 
be said. 

JAL and all Nippon Airways, 
a major domestic carrier that 
added international flights last 
year, win be the first two 
airlines in tire world to use the 
new warning system, Mr. Tudor 
said. 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Sikh 
extremists killed three people in 
Punjab Wednesday as the gov- 
ernment in that north Indian state 
asked New Delhi for paramilitary 
reinforcements to counter the 
fresh wave of violence. 

Police said the assailants 
attacked the three this morning 
near the Sikh holy rity of Amrit- 
sar, focus of an extremist cam- 
paign to carve out an indepen- 
dent Sikh nation in Punjab. 

The killings brought to 63 the 
death toll in the extremist vio- 
lence in Punjab this month. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency said Punjab’s Minister of 
Skate in the Home Ministry, Kan- 
waljrt Singh, told the state parlia- 
ment his government had asked 
for more than 600 additional pa- 
ramilitary Central Reserve 
Policemen for the state. 

The minister said the reinforce- 
ments would be used to guard 
banks, which have been hit by a 
series of robberies believed by 
Punjab police to have been car- 
ried out by the extremists to 
finance the buying of weapons. 

More than 55,000 paramilitary 
and state police are already de- 
ployed in the state on counter- 


insurgency operations. 

A leading member of the right- 
wing Hindu Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in Patiala was shot to 
death by militant Sikhs on Tues- 
day, setting off rioting in the 
Punjab city, the United News of 
India (UNI) reported. 

Police declared an indefinite 
curfew barring people from the 
streets in the oTd, walled sector of 
Patiala, 210 kilometres north of 
New Delhi, the news agency said. 

UNI said Shambu Prasad, a 
former Patiala president of the 
BJP, or Indian Peoples Party, 
was gunned down by militants in 
a store he operated. A bodyguard 
and a servant were seriously 
wounded in tire shooting, the 
agency said. 

The slaying set off rioting by 
members of the Hindu Shiv Sena, 
a militant Hindu group, UNI 
reported. It said the Hindu group 
set several fires in the city of 
more than 150,000 papulation. 

Police also reported Tuesday 
that two people had been fatally 
shot and one knifed to death by 
suspected Sikh militants in Pun- 
jab’s Amritsar district the night 
before, UNI said. 


British royal family g ets 4.8 % raise 

LONDON (AP) — Queen Elizabeth n and 10 of her *01 

4.8 per cent raises in the new government budget, bs I mig to 
£5,289,500 ($8,410,300) a year the direct cost of the royal may. 
The appropriation, increased more generously than inflation, 
currently running at 3.9 per cent, was ip the civil lfits«= h<wro f tile 
budget annou nced in parliament by Nigel Lawson, ChanceBorci 
the Exchequer. It goes mostly for salaries to people ranging from 
tire queen’s secretaries to cleaners at Bucking h a m Palace, as 
as for office expenses. The civil list does not utdodc such 
expensive items as running the royal yacht Britannia or royal 
aircraft The Times of London estimated last year that tirecountry 
spends ax least six times the civil list sum — or about £30 ffii&MM 
(S48 million) — on its first family. In the new budget, the qneen 
receives the major appropriation of £4.3 million ($6.9 xuiBioa). 
Her mother. Queen Elizabeth, gets the second-largest sum. raised 
to £375300 ($596,700). The queen's husband. Prince nafip, 
receives £209,300 ($332,800). 

Princess Diana meets Boy George 

LONDON (AP) — Princess Diana, at her request, was intro- 

<4.. Dad at a mr.k music and I3ZZ DUKt gala 


Gandhi replies to leaked 
letter from president 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has re- 
plied to a controversial letter 
from President Zail Singh that 
sparked a public row, Indian 
newspapers reported 
Wednesday. 

The reply, which unlike Mr. 
Singh's letter has not been pub- 
fished, coincided with notice of a 
privilege motion by tire Tdngu 
Desam, the biggest parliamentary 
opposition party . The motion ac- 
cuses Mr. Gandhi of misleading 
parliament 

The Statesman newspaper said 
Mr. Gandhi Tuesday sent ■ . Mr. 
Singh a reply to his March 9 
private letter, which was leaked 
to a national newspaper. In it the 
president accused the prime 
minister of not keeping him fully 
informed on major issues. 

Mr. Gandhi rejected the 
allegation that he had ignored the 
constitutional requirement to 
brief the president regularly and 
said he had not misled parliament 
on this issue, the Statesman said. 

“He (Gandhi) is understood to 


havfe stood by his statements 
made in parliament and pointed 
out that frequent tours within the 
country might have prevented 
him from meeting tire president 
as often as he would have liked 
to,” the Statesman said. 

It said the prime minis ter was 
believed to nave asserted his 
highest regard for the presidency 
and Mr. Singh's advice. Most 
other national newspaper s car- 
ried similar reports of Mr. Gan- 
dhi's reply. 

The controversy erupted last 
week when the mass-circulation 
In dian Express published Mr. 
Singh’s letter. Mr. Singh said Mr. 
Gandhi’s statement in parliament 
on March 2 that he was keeping 
the president fully informed on ' 
matters of state was at variance 
with the facts and detailed inst- 
ances when Mr. Gandhi had 
failed to brief him. 

The Press Trust of India news 
•agency said P. Upcndra, leader of 
Telugu Desam in the Upper 
House, gave notice of a privilege 
motion against Mr. Gandhi. 


iu wors iu ucip yuuug mi ug 

to undfTBO drug addiction treatment after being fi ned {iJ v/) 
for possessing heroin. It was not known what the princess and the 
lead singer in the Culture Chib group discussed. The dub owner. 


George and his mother and they were introduced.” 

Chris Evert denies filing for divorce 

DALLAS (R) — Chris Evert Lloyd has denied reports that she 
has filed for divorce from British tennis player John Uoyd- 
Several sources close to Lloyd had indicated that she filed for 
divorce after meeting her lawyers in mid-February, but life 
32-year-old American tennis star issued a statement to the 
contrary. “Yes we are separated, yes we are discussing divorce, 
but as of now nobody has filed for divorce. Whether it’s two 
weeks, a month , or a year, John and I will make a statement when 
it happens,” Lloyd said after her three-set victory over Katerina 
Malceva of Bulgaria in a first round match here. 

Crime-fi ghting premier hit by burglars 


ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — Dutch Premier Ruud 
Lubbers, who has twice collared car-radio thieves, missed another 
Grimefighting chance because he was bedridden at his official 
residence while his family home was burglarised, police have 
disclosed. Lubbers’ career in amateur law enforcement took a turn 
for the worse last week, when jewels worth 100.000 guilders 
($50,000) were stolen from the family residence, said Rotterdam 
police spokesman Johannes Den Breejen. The burglars gained 
entry to the bouse by smashing a window between last Tuesday 
evening and Wednesday morning. Den Breejen said. No one was 
home. At tire time. Lubbers was confined to bed at bis official 
residence in the Hague with a flu-like illness, according to the 
government information service. In October and January, Lub- 
bers and one of his sons managed to apprehend burglars who tried 
to make off with the car radio of Lubbers' wife, Ria. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


ONE-MAN SHOW 
By William Cube 

ACROSS 
1 Robes tor 38A 
5 FoatVie part 
8 A cc o m p ba hed 
11 do all that 

may become ■ 
man' (Macbeth) 
IBDecflvtty 
17 Inspect 

19 LsneMktg one 

20 Eng. Egyp- 
loloatai 

21 March hi 
1934 Him 

23 Gr. assemblies 

24 OM Gr.cota 

25 Seem 

28 matgnUcant 
27 802 

29 Water hemlock 
31 Appears 

33 Din 
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37 Entranced 
41 Approve 

43 Kalnemd 
Smith 

44 Speech problem 
48 Recent prof. 

47 RnfaMsb 
50 Secwe 

52 South e! Os. 

53 SqubraTs 

fhnlrm 

55 Wings 
55 Sparse 

58 Wray 

59 Worthiest 

60 Champagne won! 

61 Undependable 


70 Cttbsn of 
Tartu 

71 Female bland 

72 FSnun'i mom 
74 OH-tbs-cidl 

77 Tkna periods; 
•Ur. 

78 Madame de — 

79 Nothing more 
than 

80 Urge beast 

81 Ope John 

82 Youthful 

suffix 

85 Stkdumi 


89 — Rtabh 

90 — up (admits) 

92 Bandleader 


93 Betel palms 
96 VHdng poet 
100 Monet or Manat 
1B3 Author Shotom 

105 Musical group 

106 Used ems etc. 
109 Allan of 

football 
112 Sefflng 

| dll 

owwcraon 

114 March Id 
1938 nm 

116 Chartered 

117 "i — Maceaaa i B y 
So- 

118 Rock group 

119 Contacts 

120 Scandinavian 

121 Certain 
photo: abbr. 

122 DauWa curve 
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